
- faith. learning. community.-

W I N T E R   2 0 1 7

communitylink
PARTNERING WITH FAMILIES TO 

PROVIDE QUALITY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TO 
WOODSTOCK AND COMMUNITY FOR 

OVER 50 YEARS

I like to learn about God through all of the my
school subjects, and use the talents God has

given me to honor Him through sports events,
choirs, and electives. Every day, as classmates, we
are challenged by our teachers to encourage, build
others up, be kind, and set a good example to our
community. Most importantly we are all called to
serve and live for God to the best of our abilities.
Marisa de Vries – Student at WCS – from SK to Grade 8

READ ALL OF MARISA’S STORY at

www.woodstockchristian.ca/blog.php.  

‘‘
’’

...My Christian School 
in Woodstock,Ontario...

Klaas Visbeek, 1920-2017. On February 6, my grandfather, Klaas Visbeek passed 
away – a day before his 98th birthday. He was the last original founder of Woodstock 
Christian School (formerly John Knox). Elected to the board in 1957, he held the position 
of Treasurer for a time, just as I do now, sixty years later. My grandpa often asked about 
the school. Teaching children from a Christian perspective was very important to him. 
He always told us to be faithful in the Lord! As I reflect on that legacy, there were 
challenges so many years ago just as there are challenges today. But with faithfulness, 
we will continue with the vision of equipping students with a Christ-centred education 
to lead a life of Christian service.

Find us on Facebook at Woodstock Christian School

Klaas Visbeek - Last original founder

Marsha Sikma – Treasurer, BOD Coming Events

P.O. Box 1597, 800 Juliana Drive, Woodstock, ON  N4S 0A8
T. 519.539.1492   I   F. 519.539.1893   
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519-424-4024

FUNNELL INSURANCE GROUP
45 Charles Street West,
Ingersoll, ON N5C 2L5
T 519-485-1250 
adam_funnell@cooperators.ca
www.funnellinsurancegroup.com

HOME  |  AUTO  |  LIFE  |  FARM  
INVESTMENTS  |  ESTATE PLANNING

Welcome Wednesday School Tours
Drop in 9a.m.-noon throughout the school year

– THANK–YOU  TO  OUR  SPONSORS –

– Home of the “Buy 3 and Get 1 Free” –

February 15
Prayer Group – 8:30 a.m.

March 1
Prayer Group – 8:30 a.m.

March 1
Science Fair Open House
6:00 p.m.

March 8
District Hockey Tournament

March 9
Report Cards

March 10 –20
Spring Break

April 1
Springfest 2017

April 5
Prayer Group – 8:30 a.m.

April 13
Easter Chapel – 8:30 a.m.

April 5
Prayer Group – 8:30 a.m.

April 27
Grand Friends Day



“Drop your pencils and your papers….it’s 
time to play”, was the announcement that came
from the office on Wednesday, February 1.
Woodstock Christian School, along with 500
other schools around the world, participated in
Global School Play Day. This movement began
two years ago in California and is rapidly growing
as educators and psychologists acknowledge
the necessity of play for children.
At WCS, we believe that children are “fearfully

and wonderfully made” by God, and this includes
every part of them. The need to play is important
for developing their whole being. Play is an 
integral part in children’s social, emotional, and
physical development. Children learn to be 
creators and innovators through their play. Praise
God for so intricately creating our children’s
brains!  Research shows that due to decreases
in play for various reasons, there has been a rise
in childhood anxiety and depression. Reports of
decreasing empathy and creativity are also
being noticed.
Students were given this homework assignment:

Please bring in any toys, games or building 
materials that you would like to play with. The
only restriction is no screens or batteries.
Teacher job assignments included observing,
not interfering and documenting what they saw
happening in their classrooms.
On the morning of Feb 1, the children came to

school loaded with bags of games, dinosaurs,
dolls, Lego, tractors, cars etc.  
Some students designed their own games and

taught their classmates,  Games from Korea
were brought in and played. Twister was played in
the basement, forts were created for dolls and
their owners, Lego and blocks covered the
floors and tables. Teachers who were usually on
their feet, were engaged with their students in
various ways. One of the teachers was playing
memory with a student, another chose Dutch
Blitz, another was engrossed in Lego building
with her students. The classroom doors were
open and a playful hum could be heard.     
These were some of the staff reflections after
the day,“While the students initially played
with their own groups, halfway through the
play period, they began playing in new
groups – they got along with their peers
90% of the time – the children engaged

positively throughout the entire play period.”

We would like to invite you to visit our Kindergarten
classroom as a way to get ready for the new school
year! Any child who is turning four in 2017 is welcome
to join. K is for Kindergarten!

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED and the deadline to register 
is March 9th, 2017. To reserve your spot register now at: 

http://woodstockchristian.ca/kisforkindergarten.php

When: Tuesday Mornings 9 -11, April 4,11,18, 25
Where: Kindergarten Classroom at WCS
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– From the Principal’s Desk –

At Woodstock Christian
School, we are all about
learning – learning within

the context of faith and in partner-
ship with a child’s community. Our
concern is for the whole child and
our teaching and learning focuses
on providing support and opportunity
for academic learning as well as
building awareness and skills in
the physical, spiritual, social,
emotional, and creative dimensions.

God has created each child in
His image. Each has a unique 
personality and their own set of
skills, strengths, and needs. 
Dedicated support staff and fully
certified teachers plan for activities
which engage and challenge 
students in their learning. A wide
variety of extracurricular activities,
music, drama, and sports are an
integral part of our program. 
At Woodstock Christian School,

our expectations for behavior and
for quality of work are high. Through
partner or group learning, class-
room meetings, and in play we
model and develop respect and
love for others. Not only do we
learn about Jesus and his legacy
of love and salvation, we learn
how to live lives of praise and
service. Alongside classroom
learning, students are involved in
projects that serve and give back
to the community. They engage in

field studies of local woodlots,
waterways, and museums. They
learn to plant trees, serve in soup
kitchens, bake cookies for fire-
fighters, and sing for local seniors.
 Students learn to pray. They

learn how to resolve conflicts and
about restoring relationships.
They plan and manage fundraising
for our school’s foster child, for
multiple sclerosis and cancer 
research, and for disaster relief.
We could not offer our program of
learning without the network of
supportive community of parents,
grandparents, and friends of
Christian education.
We are excited by what our school

has to offer and invite you to join
us at Woodstock Christian School.

A

Carol Verbeek – Principal

Linda Westerveld – Senior Kindergarten

–take the tour–
Come, tour with us while classes are
in session! Meet our teachers and
principal and find out what we have 
to offer your family.
For more information find us online at:
www.woodstockchristian.ca

PARTNERING WITH FAMILIES TO PROVIDE 
QUALITY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TO WOODSTOCK 
AND COMMUNITY FOR OVER 55 YEARS

Academic Excellence.    Christian Perspective.    JK to Grade 8.

Save the date!  April 1st, 2017 is
WCS's annual Springfest (formerly
known as the Bazaar). It will be
held at the Oxford Auditorium again
on the Woodstock Fairgrounds.
Begin your morning with $5.00

pancake breakfast, prepared and
served by our WCS staff. While you
wait for lunch, check out the 
Marketplace, full of vendors selling
all sorts of great treats. 
Stop in at the Coffee corner for 

a hot cup and cookie served by the
bus drivers! Games will be on
again as well as our live and silent
auction! The live auction will be a
short list of items dedicated to
Spring and Summer! The silent
auction are items donated by our
vendors and others. If you wish to
donate to the auctions, please 
remember we require NEW and
UNUSED items! Stay tuned for 
flyers with more information closer 
to the date! Any questions, comments
or donations, please contact 
Heather De Boer (519-842-9284),
Pauline Markus (519-857-7779) 
or the school office.  

–Play Day–Springfest 2017
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