April - May 2017

Students with the wreaths they made at the Crafts Elective.
Upcoming Events
April 4, 11, 18, 25. . . K is for Kindergarten
April 13. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Easter Chapel
April 14. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Good Friday*
April 17. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Easter Monday*
April 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Board Meeting
April 21. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.D. Day*
April 24. . . . . . . . . . . Volunteer Assembly
April 25. . . . . Bus Driver Appreciation Day
April 26. . . . . . . . . . Open House; Art Walk
and Family Picnic

phone: 519-539-1492

fax: 519-539-1893

email: office@woodstockchristian.ca

April 27. . . . . . . . . . GrandFriends’ Day
May 4. . . JKCSS Membership Meeting
May 16. . . . . . . . . . . . . Board Meeting
May 17. . . . . . . . . . . . . WCS Field Day
May 19. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.A. Day*
May 22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Victoria Day*
May 24. . . . . . . . . . Ascension Chapel
May 31. . . . . . . . . . . . Share the Music
June 16.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.A. Day*
June 20.. . . . . . . . . . Tribute Assembly
Graduation
website: www.woodstockchristian.ca

SPRING MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

BOARD NEWS
Greetings from the WCS Board of Directors!
Thank you for your continued support and prayers
for WCS! We have been blessed with such a great
community!
It is so great to see the excitement and energy in
the halls of WCS. The electives were a great
success and we are thankful for all the volunteers
involved with the program. We praise God for our
bus drivers and for providing us with safety on the
roads during the winter months. We are now
looking forward to the nicer spring weather!
We welcome Kevin & Vivian Jung and their
children Lyna and Bryan to our school. We pray
that they soon will feel at home in our school
community.
The board reviews policies and mandates on an
ongoing basis. Currently, the board is busy
preparing for the upcoming Spring Membership
Meeting, and finalizing next year's budget. Much
planning and decision making is involved with this
to try and come up with a balanced budget. We are
thankful for those who are willing to let their name
stand for upcoming board positions.
As we look ahead to Easter, let us thank God
for sending his Son Jesus as a sacrifice for all our
sins. Easter reminds us of God's never ending love
for us. Wishing you all a blessed Easter.
Jolanda Horinga, Board Secretary

You are all invited to the Spring Membership Meeting on
Thursday, May 4, 2017 at 8 pm in the school auditorium.
The speaker will be Tony Kamphuis,
President of the Christian School Foundation.
After thirty-one years of experience in Christian
education as both a teacher and administrator,
Tony fully appreciates how a thoughtful Christian
education can have a powerful impact in the lives
of individuals and on societies. Tony holds a B.A.
from Calvin College and a Master’s degree from
Wilfrid Laurier University. Utilizing his
experience in Fund Development, Tony’s goal as
the newly-appointed President & CEO is to push
the Christian School Foundation to the next level,
impacting the world for Christ by equipping
Christian schools to thrive.
The Spring Membership Meeting will also feature the 2017/2018
budget, the election of new board members, and committee reports.
We hope you can come and enjoy fellowship with the JKCS Society.

THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL FOUNDATION
Since the 1950s, hardworking and visionary people have founded and
supported the work of Christian education in the province of Ontario,
believing that Christian day schools are a faithful response to God’s call to
train the next generation of kingdom citizens.
Now, the Christian school movement has a powerful new tool to connect
the blessings of God with the kingdom of God. The Christian School
Foundation, established in July 2014 through the amalgamation of three
existing foundations, offers the most effective and transparent way for
donors to ensure their gifts have lasting value and their legacy has lasting
impact.
The Christian School Foundation pulls together experts in financial
planning, tax law and estate planning to offer a range of inspiration,
information and services to donors and their advisors so that gifts to the
Christian school movement are received and managed in a stewardly and
God-honouring way. It also works with its member schools to ensure that
the stories of God’s faithfulness and blessing are collected and shared.
Check them out at https://www.christianschoolfoundation.ca/
Woodstock Christian School is now a member
of the Christian School Foundation

Fun at the Baking Elective

JOHN KNOX CHRISTIAN SCHOOL SOCIETY BOARD MEMBERS:
Chairperson: Tim Bakker 519-463-9630 Vice-Chairman: Nathan Huinink 519-424-3134
Treasurer: Marsha Sikma 519-863-6965 Secretary: Jolanda Horinga 519-475-6450
Members at Large: Julie Vandendool 519-469-8373
Evelyn Tilstra 519-421-2938
Andrea VanRooyen 226-377-1011 Cora Kroondijk 519-449-3708 Jennifer Bigham 519-532-8220

BEHIND THE SCENES
Attending a concert or
game at a large public venue
can be spectacular. But the
experience of showing up
and watching, listening,
singing, or cheering as the
performance unfolds is only
a small part of the production story. Consider what needs to
occur in advance. Without abundant communications, who
would know of the event? Outside the venue are vibrant signs
and staff and security personnel are posted at entry gates.
Floors and windows have been polished, seating areas cleaned.
The stage or playing surface is prepared with backdrop, lights,
sound, cameras, microphones, and corresponding technicians
at the ready. Vendors have prepared refreshments; merchandise
is bountiful for fans eager to purchase. And after the show, vast
numbers of stage hands and venue crew put on hard hats, work
boots, fluorescent vests and set to work dismantling the stage,
floor, or the astroturf, the lights, the seating, rolling up wires
and cords, loading trucks, sweeping, washing and attending to
the myriad chores that cleanup involves.
There is so much of life that goes on behind the scenes! Our
theme for this year at Woodstock Christian School from
Ephesians 4 reminds us that God is working behind the scenes.
He is setting the stage for His story to unfold. He is over all,
through all, and in all. We plan and work and carry out the
business of school, family, church and work, all within the
context of his larger story. In the season of Lent, once again, we
become more attuned to God's work of salvation throughout
history, now, and into the future. Woodstock Christian School
is part of this story. In the large purpose of Christian education
and in the details, we declare our trust that He is working out
his purposes in all sorts of ways. H.W. Byrne, in his book,
Challenging Concepts for Contemporary Christian Education,
states "one of the very

Twin Day

distinctive features of a Christian school is at the back of it
stands a group of Christian people who pray daily for it, who
carry as a burden before the Lord this work which he laid upon
their hearts, who give regularly of their time and (resources)
toward its support, often at great sacrifice…. Without these
warriors behind the scene, the Christian school would be just
another school, but, with their intercessory ministry it can be
the Lord's school." We have prayer warriors who meet regularly
at school, and those who pray quietly elsewhere.
We have a host of volunteers at Woodstock Christian
School who commit time and energy, who work behind the
scenes to encourage, support, celebrate, coach, lead electives,
plan and manage fund-raisers, help in the library, assist in the
classrooms, serve on committees or as directors or drivers.
There are so many who quietly give of themselves. So many
who, even in their work at WCS, go above and beyond what is
required of them as bus drivers, maintenance staff, teachers,
and support staff to set the stage for learning and for equipping
our students for a life of praise and service. As the third term of
the WCS school year unfolds and the many events and
activities of this term take place - Springfest, chapels, Battle of
the Books, the regional Science Fair, badminton and basketball
tournaments, track and field meets, Christian Education week
celebrations, parade participation, graduation and more - praise
God for the people at work behind the scenes. Praise God also
for His work behind the scenes, as he acts, orchestrating,
providing, sustaining. His fingerprints are everywhere as he
moves the story forward in both ordinary and extraordinary
ways.
We are taking some time this year to welcome and introduce
or re-introduce the staff of WCS to our larger community. This
month the focus is on three teachers who work in grade seven,
kindergarten, and six, respectively. (Read carefully to learn
what they have in common and let me know if you notice.) We
are blessed to have Lesa Racicot, Marcia Horinga, and Greg
Hiemstra - experienced and talented teachers working with us
at Woodstock Christian School. May God continue to bless
these teachers in their work and supply their needs in this
important task.

WCS Hockey Team

Lesa Racicot was born, raised, and
attended school in and around London,
Aylmer, and Ingersoll. In her younger
years, she attended both public and
catholic elementary schools, and Ingersoll
District Collegiate Institute. Lesa's
postsecondary studies took her to Brescia
College at the University of Western
Ontario, and Canisius College of Buffalo,
New York. Since the age of twelve, she
has worked with children and youth in various settings: church, girl
guides, GEMS, community groups, sports, and childcare. Lesa
loves to spend time with her awesome husband, Damon, and four
great teenage children. She is a passionately devoted hockey mom,
who also enjoys reading, running, going to the cottage, exploring
new places, and meeting new people. Following several years of
teaching junior kindergarten and first grade at WCS, Lesa is now
our seventh grade teacher, also teaching intermediate girls physical
education. What Lesa enjoys most about working at a Christian
school is that a Christian school provides a loving, secure
environment to work in and allows the believer (both teacher and
student) to grow and develop intellectually, emotionally, and
spiritually.

On Greg's classroom door are pictures of Crayola boxes.
Kids in the classroom, says Greg, are like crayons in a box.
Though they are different, they are trying to make their
mark in the classroom, and at the end of the day he tries to
ensure they fit together and no one has been left out. During
the course of each day, Greg reads, talks, prays, connects,
prods, encourages, reminds, teaches, trains, corrects, and
congratulates. Greg enjoys his role in information
technology and as vice principal of WCS. He is married to
his lovely wife, Brenda, and has four children, one in the
armed forces, one at university, and two at London
Christian Elementary School. Greg and his family attend
Talbot St. Church in London. In his spare time, Greg enjoys
curling and exploring the world of the Internet, especially
when it comes to sports stories about - or watching the
Toronto Raptors, Blue Jays or Ottawa Senators. Go Sens!

Marcia Horinga grew up in Woodstock,
and has also lived in Hamilton and
Bowmanville, Ontario. Marcia is a
graduate of this school. She attended
CASS, followed by postsecondary
attendance at Redeemer University
College where she earned her BA and
B.Ed degrees. Marcia has taught for a
number of years, including French studies,
kindergarten, and first through fourth
grades in Christian schools in Bowmanville, Oakville, Woodstock,
and St. Thomas. Using music, songs, and games to help students
learn is what Marcia loves to do. Marcia shares, "I love being able
to teach students about God's love for them through stories and
music. The highlight of my work is when students begin to
randomly sing praise songs in the hallways or in our classroom the
middle of the day!" Marcia and her husband Jeff love to go
camping and to the beach with their four children Evyn ,Nicholas,
Adelyn and Jenna. Marcia also enjoys cake decorating.
Greg Hiemstra grew up in the Ottawa area, in a place
called Navan, where he attended Meadowview Public School
and Cairine Wilson Secondary School. Greg's postsecondary
studies were at Redeemer College in Ancaster and Calvin
College in Michigan where he received a
Bachelor of Christian Studies and a
Bachelor of Arts/Education degree. Greg
says, "(Since) grade 8, I wanted to teach
math. I always felt that God had given me
a lot of patience. There is joy in seeing
kids progress in their learning. Each
student is uniquely created by God, and as
teachers, we are teaching them to work
together and be respectful of each other."

Grade 4 students making and
exhibiting their musical instruments.

WCS BENEFIT BANQUET
We would like to thank everyone who came out to
the Benefit Banquet! It was an amazing evening with
great food and entertainment!
Special thanks to all our event sponsors!
Jed Lau - Simply cooking with Jed
Shannon Steen Photography
Calvary Church Woodstock
Viewcon Construction Ltd.
Long & McQuade
The UPS Store
Ellis Glass
The Pie Place
Promat Inc.
Vision Signs
As well as to our Door prize donors!
Gunn's Hill Cheese
Trevor Dick Band
Boston Pizza
Goodlife
Mitchell Capital Partners
Sunbelt Business Brokers Premium
SixThirtyNine Restaurant
WoodLynds Chocolate Shop
It was a profitable evening as well as a fun time held
by all!
Karen Mitchell

GOD IS GREATER!
On April 1st, WCS hosted its annual
Springfest Bazaar. The bare
concrete auditorium transformed
into a busy, bustling building of activity! Breakfast, bouncy castles,
bunnies, books, buyers, bidders, boerenkole, Bazaar bottles,
BLESSINGS! Just a fun alliteration of words to describe the
atmosphere!
We find alliteration in our school theme as well - GOD IS GREATER!
This was a great reminder throughout the planning stages of Springfest.
Yes, there were times of fear, worry, and doubt - would it all come
together? But God was there - reminding us He held WCS in His hands
and we can trust Him.
Trust we did and the blessings were abundant! From donations of pies,
Tim Horton's cookies, and animals to trampolines, plasma cars, pool
parties, and handcrafted coffee tables (just to name a few!) As we shut
the lights off Saturday afternoon, we said it again - God is Greater! He
is greater than our fears and worries. The day was amazing - so many
people came! We are so thankful to the small army of volunteers that
served, supervised, swept, and smiled and made this day a success!
Together, we were able to bring (an unofficial total of) $22,000 to the
bank.
Thank you to our WCS community for your help and donations. It is so
good to see so many of our supporters there - from grandparents, former
students, church family, to the extended Woodstock community who
just happen to walk in. Join us as we thank and praise God for His
blessings!
Sincerely, Pauline Markus and Heather De Boer

THERE ARE STILL A FEW TICKETS LEFT!
Enjoy a meal of delicious, local Perch on September 9, 2017 at 6 pm, hosted by Sid and Evelyn
Tilstra at their home (475025 East Zorra East Tavistock Line, Woodstock 519-533-8359).
Share an evening of food, fun and fellowship with many others.
Please contact the school office for tickets at $75.00 per person.

COMMUNITY CORNER
You are all invited to join us at our

EASTER CHAPEL
on Thursday, April 13th
at 8:30 a.m.
Also at our

ASCENSION CHAPEL
on Wednesday, May 24th
at 8:30 a.m.
Join us as we praise our Lord and Saviour!

Please join us on
April 24th at 8:30 a.m.
for our
Volunteer Assembly!
We will be celebrating
the many volunteers that
help us here at WCS!

LAWN SIGNS
Take a drive during the month of
April and you will see lawn signs
promoting Woodstock Christian
School. These signs are intended to
spark an interest in WCS and
encourage families to take a tour to
find out what we are all about. If you
are interested in displaying a sign from
April 1-30, please come to the school
office. We have 100 to hand out so
grab one quick before they are gone!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION WEEK
Come celebrate Christian Education and Canada's 150th anniversary during the last week of April.
With thanksgiving to God, Woodstock Christian has operated for 57 of Canada's 150 years. A
variety of events are planned that week including: Volunteer Recognition Assembly, Art Walk
Open House, Picnic Recess and Grand Friends Day! We are looking forward to seeing you in our
hallways!

GRAND FRIENDS DAY 2017
Mark your calendar for Thursday, April 27th! Do your grandchildren attend WCS? Do you have
a special bond with one of our students even if they aren't your grandchild? OR would you LIKE to
be a GRAND friend? If this applies to you - join us for Grand Friends Day. It is a highlights of the
students' year when they can display their talents and school work to some of the most important
people in their lives. Beginning with musical presentations from each of our choirs and concert
band, continuing with classroom visits, and ending with a light lunch, courtesy of Mr. Sub, this day
promises to give you a real sense of what our school is all about. It's a great opportunity to meet
more of our school community and show the kids how much you value Christian Education.
If this sounds like an event you would enjoy but you do not have grandchildren currently at WCS,
please attend! Make this a special day for the children who don't have grandparents living close by
or are unable to make it. Let us know upon arrival and we will pair you up with one of those
students. Please note that this year, we will be changing the timing of the day. The musical
presentation will begin at 9:30 am in the gymnasium. Following this formal presentation, we will
begin classroom visits at 11:30 am, with lunch to follow.
We are looking forward to spending the day together with you!

PARADE: Woodstock Christian School will be
participating in Woodstock's Victoria Day parade
with a special Canada 150 float. We are grateful
for the freedom that living in Canada allows our
churches and school. Please join us in the
celebration as spectators and cheer on the Concert
Band while they play a number of songs along the
parade route.

Kindergarten A – Mrs. M. Horinga
Kindergarten A has been learning about community helpers. We have been chefs and made pizza, we have
been bakers and made muffins and squares. We also had a chance to visit a local Fire station in town.
Students learned how firemen help in our community. They had an opportunity to sit in the fire truck , spray
the water hose and watch the tall ladder extend from one of the trucks. When we returned students had an
opportunity to reflect on their favourite part of the trip and then using a directed drawing lesson students
learned to draw a fire truck. Here are some of their thoughts and drawings.

GRADE 4 - MRS. N. VANANDEL
Before March Break, Grade 4 did their first PBL (Project Based Learning). They were asked, “How can
you create an instrument that is playable?” They were given a journal and a list of supplies. And off they
went. Some ideas came quickly, others took longer to form. Material lists were needed, building
instructions were asked for. Now, the BUILDING begins. Hammers, saws, drills, and screwdrivers were
all over grade 4! What excitement!!! Slowly the instruments took shape. The instruments were displayed
at the Science Fair. What a proud moment! Finally the Celebration of Learning. Parents and buddies can
to hear how we planned, created, and played our instruments!
Read below the children’s accounts of creating, building, and the learning that took place.
My teacher asked, “Can you make an instrument that was
playable?” It seemed easy but it was not, not at all. So I started
drawing, getting materials, and step by step how to build it. Then I
brought the supplies to school and we were off to building. First I
attached the base for the instrument. Then I painted it. Next I put
the strings on but the elastics kept breaking. So finally it worked
and I was done. I learned about sound and that things don’t
always go as planned. By Katelyn.B

What did you need to do? We had a question to see if we could
create an instrument that is playable and has 4 different pitches?
The first step was to get an idea, plans, and then build the
instrument. How did you do it with thoughts?
First I tried drawing in my journal an instrument for each music
group, and I chose the one from percussion. It was hard to
choose an instrument because there is so many materials, and
different ways. My instrument was based on chimes. At first I
thought that wire curled up, hanging down, would make a good
sound, but then my father said that it would not really make a
good sound at all! Then I started thinking what I should do
instead of using wire. It came to the third last day, I finally had
my idea! I would use rebar. That would hang on the frame that I
had made. In the end, I finished it just on time. (with the help of
friends of course!) And when the class played together, I thought
that my instrument sounded really good!!!?
What did you learn? Would you do anything differently? I learned
that wire doesn’t make a good sound, but rebar does. If I could
do anything differently, I would make a stronger frame because I
had a problem with balance. It kept falling over! So I would make
the frame stronger, and a bit taller because one of the bars was
touching the floor when you put it down. By: Julia

We had to make an instrument that made 4 different pitches, it
had to be playable, and not break when you drop it. At the start, I
was going to build a triangle but it would be too hard to cut the
angles, so I did a square instead. The supplies are eye hooks, 4
pieces of wood, elastics, and screws. I started building my
instrument. I used the drill a lot, which was fun. Making an
instrument was harder than I thought. By Jeremy
Mrs. Van Andel asked us the question, ‘How can you create an
instrument that is playable?’ First I wrote down all of my designs
and chose one. After that I started writing the supplies that I
needed. I got really frustrated because I would always forget
something, all of the supplies that I needed were going to be
supplied, which was a relief. Then I got my supplies and started
putting them together. When I couldn’t do anything with my
instrument, I would help other people. Making my instrument was
fun but hard to build. When I was stuck, I would go to my critical
friend. Sometimes I didn’t know how to use something so I would
ask people to do it for me. Next time I would use a different
material for the strings. I learned that making an instrument with 4
pitches is very hard! By: Abby

We were asked the question how can you make an instrument
that is playable? I drew down what I needed in order to create the
instrument I was thinking of. I was thinking of making a harp.
Then I brought in my materials. This was not easy because I
needed all the same thicknesses of wood. But I couldn’t find the
same thicknesses of wood. Building went well but I realized the
instrument would be too big so.... I changed that. I learned that
God gave us creative minds to be able to come up with great
ideas to make an instrument. I don’t think I would change
anything because I’m happy with what I made. By Samarah

We had to make an instrument that is playable. First we had to
sketch a design and pick lengths, materials, and other things. I
had many thoughts about my instrument when I was building.
There were also many problems and frustrations I ran into. First I
had to lay out my pieces of wood and screw them together, but
that was when I ran into my first problem: one of my angles was
the wrong way! Then I discovered that the wood was cracking! I
had to ask Mrs.VanAndel what to do? She suggested that I put
wood glue on the cracks. After I finished putting the wood glue on
I focused on putting the frame together. Benjamin helped me with
that part. After we were finished with the frame, I ran into another
problem. My part for stability was very hard to put on. I had
Jeremy and Mrs.VanAndel help me. We ended up putting 3 nails
on that bent and 1 screw that was poking through the other side
but at least it stayed together! Next I had to put the strings on first
I tried fishing line but it was to quiet. Then I went with elastics it
worked way better! Overall I learned that not all things go the way
you plan! Next time I would really make sure that everything is
planned out! By: Esther

Our teacher said we are going to make a instrument that is
playable. When I got home, that is when I got my idea. My
instrument is made out of squeaky toys, fishing line, and paint.
My challenge was to cut a part of the squeaky pig. I may or may
not change my plans I don’t know. I was really creative in my
instrument because I was the only one with a squeaky toy
instrument in my class. I think it was easy and I loved it.
By Julie

I had to create an instrument that was playable. First I got my
journal and started making my plans for what I was going to build.
After I was done planning, I brought in my materials and started
to build my instrument. Not everything went as planned because I

couldn't get my fishing line and eye-hooks in quick enough. I
learned that you should use your time wisely, and don't guess the
measurements or you won’t cut the piece right, and it’s not as
easy as it looks. By Conner

My teacher asked us how we could create an instrument that you
can play. We had to create an instrument with 4 pitches. I first
wanted to do an instrument to blow into. I started planning an
instrument with 2 holes to blow into, and a trumpet-like one. Then
I realized that wouldn’t work, so I set my brain on “Non-blowing.”
With my brainstorming I went a little wacky, which was fun.
Although this was the one I made, I put a lot of hard things into
the plans. A few of them are hitting glass with wood, connecting
my instrument to electricity, nailing glass to wood, and using 1
centimetre thick plywood. Creating the instrument on paper was
fun, but building the actual copy was better. After cutting the
wood, I came across something frustrating. A cut was uneven. I
figured that out by putting a door in the back. I put in the guitar
string and elastics, the guitar string with some difficulty. The
blocks were easy to put on, and the painting was fun. The biggest
thing I learned was that even if your planning is perfect, you
should come across some problems in your making of it.
by Judah

Our class got asked to make instruments for the science fair, and
I made a sort of guitar and it is called the LIGHTNING ROCKER .
I learned that you shouldn't judge until it’s done. I made some
mistakes along the way, I learned that before fixing them, think
what you did wrong and then fix it. It’s hard work to build, but I
think it is worth it. My first mistake was I couldn't figure out how to
make my instrument make noise, but I saw other people’s
instruments had a hole in it and I put a hole in it, and I put new
string in it and well it made sound. By Katelyn M

My teacher asked us the question, “How can you create an
instrument that is playable”. Next we had to design it. It was hard
for me because I could not decide what to do. First I created my
instrument on paper. Then I wrote my material list. After that I
went home and got my materials but could not find a tube at
home. So I asked Mr. Van Andel to help me and he got me a
pipe, so then I had all my materials to start building with. Then I
started. First I took the large can and I cut a hole in it and in the
other can. I stuck the tube in between the cans. Then I attached
a kleenex box to the bottom and then I was done. Next time I
would not use tape, because it doesn’t stick very well. By Erin

Mrs VanAndel asked us if we could make an instrument with at
least 4 different pitches. In my head I was thinking yeah, sure,
this will be easy, but it was actually pretty hard. The first thing I
did after I was asked the question was start planning. Mrs
VanAndel gave us journals so I started sketching my plan. When I
finished my plan I started gathering the materials. When I got all
my materials together which was actually pretty hard because I
needed big pieces of wood and 5 empty water bottles. When I
finally got all my materials together I started building. The building
part was pretty easy because all I did was hold the pieces of
wood together while someone screwed them together. Then I had
to wait in line to get the holes cut Mr. VanAndel cut the holes.
While I was waiting in line I decided to cut the water bottles.
Some girls asked if they could help me because they were done
their instrument. When we finished cutting the bottles I went to
see if the holes were cut. They were so I brought my instrument
back into the classroom. We put the water bottles in smallest to
largest. After that I started painting it. I didn’t get finished painting
it but my instrument still looks good. This project was pretty hard
but it taught me patience which I’m really happy about. If I built
this again something I would do different would be that I would
not cut the bottoms of the water bottles. I’m proud of how my
instrument turned out. By: Eden

The first thing that I did was make the drawings and give them a
name. We did not have to do that, but I did it. The stuff that I
brought in was wood and nails. I had a hard time putting the box
together. I got a friend to help me. He helped me because he
had nothing else to do. Why? His dad couldn't find the right size
of wood. If I had to change something, I would painting the whole
thing. By: Alex

My teacher told my class what we had to do. I first got all the stuff
for my instrument. I put all the stuff on my desk and then I got my
pipe cut into 16 cm long and 5 cm wide. After that I put the mouth
part on. I got the holes drilled into the pipe and I painted it in blue
and purple. I did it with some help from my friend and I did it with
some thinking. Next time I build my instrument I will use string
instead of elastic and spoons and a pipe. Julia helped me get
some glue on the top of my instrument. It was hard making the
plans but it was still fun. I learned that it can be hard building
stuff. By Naomi

My teacher told us that we had to make an instrument. She asked
us a question. It was, “How can we make an instrument that has
four different pitches and is playable? “ So we started making an
instrument! First we made plans in a journal, like sketching it out
and writing down the things we need. I was sick so I fell behind. I
struggled with putting my materials together, but I managed to get
through it all. I learned not to use so much hot glue and if I did
this again, I would think of what is ahead. By Paul

My teacher asked if I could design an instrument that was
playable. I didn't know how to draw so Danika told me to draw a
harp. Mrs. S. helped me draw the ideas to make the harp. I
needed help to get the screws in so Mr. Van Andel helped me.
When I got the screws in, I drilled 4 holes. Then when that was
done I put the eye hooks in. Then I put the elastics on and the
bottom one was hard to get on. Then I painted my harp yellow
and red. I learned that building is hard. I would change it so the
top string make sounds. by Duncan

Our class got asked, “Can you make an instrument with 4
pitches?”. And we answered “Yes”. First we got a journal and we
started writing and drawing ideas. It took me two ideas to see a
good instrument. I’m glad I picked the second one because I had
time to help some people. Some of my thoughts were: ‘what to
do?’, ‘I hope my instrument turns out good’, ‘helping people is
fun’, and ‘I was really excited about making the Shuitar it's a
mixture of the Maracas\ Shakers and the guitar’. I learned that it
is hard making 4 different pitches on an instrument. I had to
change the pipe in the middle and what was inside the shaky
thing and I used Duct Tape and not a glue gun. If I could change
anything I would probably use my first idea, see my critical friend
more often and spend more time on mine. By Danika

My teacher asked us a question “How can you make an
Instrument that is playable”. I had to make a plan. It was hard. It
was easy to bring the materials to school. My dad helped cut the
pieces of wood and he found the screws. I tried to make things to
stand on but it kept on breaking. All I had to do was screw it
together and waited for the fishing line. I had to wait almost a
week for the fishing line to get to school. I learned you don’t need
a hole in a guitar. If I had to change anything, I would do an
instrument without strings. by Evyn

I was asked to build an instrument that has 4 different pitches and
is playable. I built it by getting wood, which was easy. I asked Mr.
Van Andel to cut the wood, that was boring. Then I was going to
make sort of a wooden box behind it for the sound to bounce
around in but the screw weren’t put in right...so...I put a Golden
Grahams box behind it. After that I put the strings on and tested it
(4 of them where elastics, 1 was a guitar string and the elastics
were because guitar strings were too hard.) Next time I will add a
water bottle to blow into. by Zachary

We were asked how can we make a 4 pitched instrument. I first
had to plan in my journal for a long time. Then I had to measure
the wood where to cut it. I had to wait a long time in line.
Benjamin helped me alot because he was done his instrument.
When I was done making my frame, it was the last time I was
allowed working. So I blew up some balloons and taped them on.
Then my class did hot cross buns and I learned balloons wasn't
the best idea. By Cody

We were asked this question how can we make an instrument
that is playable. So I got my supplies like my drill, screws, wood,
and strings. I gathered them and started building. First I pretty
much built a frame. 2nd I screwed a piece of wood to the frame
and put wheels on the bottom. 3rd I added a pedal thing and
something to help me push it around. 4th I put on the strings and
it pretty much turned out to be a harp. I learned that building stuff
is actually a lot harder especially in this case. By GABRIEL

We were asked a question, “How can you make an instrument
that is playable?” First Mrs. VanAndel gave us journals to put all
our ideas in. My first idea was the one I stayed with. The hard
part was the wires. My finger got cut. I learned that I was good at
painting. If I had to change anything, it would the size of my
instrument. By Hailey

Mrs. VanAndel asked us to make a instrument that has 4
different pitches. First I asked Mr. VanAndel to drill 5 holes on
each side, but I had to tell Mr. VanAndel where to drill the holes.
Then I put the eye hooks in the coat hanger which was a little
hard for me. Then I asked Mr. VanAndel to help me put on the
guitar strings but instead I put elastic bands on my instrument.
That was easier for me. Then I painted my instrument black and
turquois. It looked cool. It sounded quiet and only one was loud.
By Benjamin
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