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Upcoming Events

B OARD N EWS
The 2019/2020 school year marks the 60th year of Christian
Education in Woodstock. The theme for the school year is
Overflowing with Thankfulness. Our school had humble beginnings
and was founded by people of courage who knew God’s power and
the power of community, prayer and sacrifice. We continue to witness
these powers at WCS and are ever thankful to our faithful God.
On behalf of the board of WCS, we would like to extend an extra
warm welcome to our new families and staff members. It is our prayer
that you would soon feel at home here.
Learning takes place at WCS in a number of ways, not only for
our students but for staff and board members as well. The board began
the school year with orientation, where they reviewed the Mission and
Vision Statements, as well as the Roles of the Board. We ask for your
continued prayer as we seek to discern God’s will for WCS.
Mrs. Verbeek spent some time at Queen’s Park brainstorming
where Independent schools are in Ontario and how to counter
perceptions that people often have of independent schools. Board
members also participated in a retreat with a focus on Strategic
Planning. Teams are being put into place to investigate creating
additional space for the school. It is exciting to see the opportunities
that are before us as we seek to inspire, empower and equip our
students through distinctive, Christ-centred education.
The audit for the 2018-2019 school year is complete and we are
thankful for its positive results. Thank you to those of you who are
involved in preparing for this process.
Our annual fall membership meeting took place on November 7 th.
The board is concerned about low attendance at our membership
meetings. The Strategic Planning Committee worked hard to prepare
and present a summary of what they have been working on over the
past few years and offered a snapshot of where education is headed.
The board would like to thank this committee for their hard work and
dedication and are excited to see where the Lord will bring us.
Our annual Winterfest Auction took place on November 15th and
approximately $55,000 was raised for WCS! Thank you to all who
attended, and to those who worked endless hours behind the scenes to
make this event a huge success.
The board is currently seeking new members to fill vacancies left
by retiring board members. We covet your prayers as we enter this
process and ask that if you are approached for nomination, that you
would prayerfully consider serving in this capacity.
It is our prayer as you enter this Christmas season, that you may
fill your time, hearts and minds not of the things of this world, but of
the thoughts of Christ.
Michelle Sol, WCS Board Secretary

December 11 - 9:30 a.m.. . . . . . . Christmas Drama
December 12 - 6:30 p.m.. . . . . . . Christmas Drama
December 13 - 1:30 p.m.. . Christmas Tea & Drama
December 17. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Board Meeting
December 18 - 8:30 a.m.. . . . . . . . . . . Prayer Group
December 20 - 8:30 a.m.. . . . . . . Christmas Chapel
December 23 - January 3. . . . . . . . Christmas Break
January 6 - 8:30 a.m.. . . . . . . . . . New Year Chapel
January 15 - 8:30 a.m.. . . . . . . . . . . . . Prayer Group
January 21. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Board Meeting
January 30. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JK/SK Info Evening

Welcome, Rebecca Dam, to
W oodstock C hristian
School. Becca is with us,
teaching grade six, while
Mrs. Schuster is on parental
leave. Becca is a committed
Christian woman and has
many years of experience teaching a variety of subjects
and grades in both public and Christian schools in
Ontario. She admits she is a 'bit of a science geek'. Last
year she worked at Huron Christian School, and has also
taught recently at Drayton and Stratford Christian
Schools. Becca lives in Stratford, is married to Pastor
Martin Dam, and is mother of three elementary
school-aged kids. Becca has a dog named Gimli (yes,
after the dwarf in LOTR). A surprising thing about
Becca is that she is colour deficient (colour blind),
which is rare for a woman. We are happy to have Mrs.
Dam with us at WCS this year, and appreciate getting to
know her and having her share her expertise with our
staff and students. In her spare time, Becca likes to
crochet, make crafts, and read good books.

You are invited to our
Christmas Chapel
Friday, December 20th
at 8:30 a.m.

JOHN KNOX CHRISTIAN SCHOOL SOCIETY BOARD MEMBERS:
Chairperson: Albert Renkema 519-537-9932 Vice-Chair: Tim Bakker 519-463-9630 Vicar: Patti Reyneveld 519-424-2526
Treasurer: Sharon Kiers 519-539-9212 Secretary: Michelle Sol 519-539-7839
Members at Large: Andrea VanRooyen 226-377-1011 Heather DeBoer 519-842-9284
Wim Duizer 519-467-0230 Cora Kroondijk 519-449-3708 Ray Boersma 519-425-8785

T HE E ND O F A N E RA

S IXTY Y EARS!
This school year 2019-20 is a year of celebration. This year,
Woodstock Christian School, formerly John Knox Christian
School, is 60 years old! That is an accomplishment and a tribute to
God's faithfulness.
60 YEARS. 6 DECADES. Actually, if we take it back even
further, it was about 67 years ago that a team of inspired and
dedicated men and women had the vision of providing education
for children of Christian believers, not just their children, for the
Christian community. Most of them were new to Canada. Finding
their way in a new country. Starting a new life.
As we know, a school doesn't just happen. There is a
tremendous amount of work that goes on behind the scenes. These
pioneers planned and prayed and built, acting out of a conviction
that they knew to be true - that all of life belongs to God. That he
created and claims all of it. The 25th anniversary book produced in
1984 states that during those early planning years, "Many parents
felt that education without the Bible was not complete." Those
parents took a leap of faith, stepped out boldly in their new
community, and founded this school.
WCS had a humble beginning with a fund built from nickels,
dimes, and dollars. The people instrumental in this new beginning
were people of courage, who knew God's power, who knew the
power of community and prayer and sacrifice. They knew how to
get things done. So, in September 1959, following seven years of
planning, 94 students walked through the door and were blessed to
receive a Christ-centred education. The theme Bible passage in the
anniversary book, 2 Samuel 7: 28-9, reads: Sovereign Lord, you
are God. You always kept your promise to me. I ask you to bless
my descendants so that they will continue to enjoy your favor.
You, sovereign Lord, have promised this, and your blessing will
rest on my descendants forever.
Here we are - 60 years later. You and your children are those
descendants. God's favor rests on you. His blessings flow over you.
The challenge and blessing of providing our children with a
Christian education continues today. Those forefathers and
mothers acted out of obedience and in courage. Again in recent
years, many have made the decision to send their children to this
school. Decisions are made in courage and in faith. It's a long haul
from JK to grade 12 or even grade 8. It requires many years of
work and sacrifice. And it requires the energy and resources of a
supporting community.
We are grateful to those who've gone ahead of us to establish
and grow Woodstock Christian School. It takes a community of
people working to make Woodstock Christian School a place of
learning, and belonging. A school with a distinctive Christ centred
approach - that exists to nurture faith, engage learning and grow in
community. In all of this, we want to give thanks and glory to God.

It's the end of an era and INKLINKS is changing! Instead of
the black and white paper copy that you've been receiving
in your church mailbox or in our WCS communications
stations, you will be receiving a fresh, reformatted
newsletter from Woodstock Christian School. You'll read
about student activities, Board updates, meet new staff and
stay in touch with what's happening on our campus. Our
print copy of the Community Link will continue to be
distributed. The new publication will roll out in the new
year and will be delivered via email. Please sign up by
contacting office@woodstockchristian.ca with your email
information.

C HRISTMAS G REETINGS
FROM WCS
We are Overflowing with Thankfulness
at WCS. Not only is this our school
theme this year, and a natural response to God's gift of Jesus at
Christmas, we are focused this year at WCS on recognizing many
of God's good gifts to us. God loves to bless us with much more
than we need. 2nd Corinthians 2:9 from The Voice translation:
"God is ready to overwhelm you with more blessings than you
could ever imagine so that you'll always be taken care of in every
way and you'll have more than enough to share." At WCS, we
want to live overflowing lives. We want to learn to be filled beyond
capacity with an endless supply of God's goodness. Jesus tells
us in John 10:10 (AMP), "I've come that you may have real life,
and enjoy it in abundance - to the fullest, until it overflows!" May
you experience the overflowing blessing and joy at Christmas and
in the New Year.

Thank you for partnering with us in the vision of Christian
Education during this year’s Forward Drive. We are excited to
report that donations to date are at $30,000. We want to thank you
for your support and prayers. We will be putting funds towards a
new bus purchase, replacing windows, new STEM technology and
much more. Thank you for continuing to support Woodstock
Christian School through prayers, finances, and volunteering. If
you have not received a copy of the Forward Drive booklet which
is focused on 60 years of Christian education, please email
office@woodstockchristian.ca.

C OMMUNITY C ORNER
We are already in the month of December and are excited for
all the Christmas events that are coming up. The Christmas Tea
will be happening on December 13 and we invite you to join us at
1:15 pm for some refreshments and apple crisp served by our
Grade 8 students. We will also have some drama and singing
performances from the students. The students have been busy
practicing and cannot wait to share their singing and acting with
you.
This year we have been updating our "This is us... Our School
Our Community" display in the front lobby of the school with
photos and information about the families at WCS. This display
gives you a chance you to get to know different families in the
school and also put a face to the names. There will also be displays
of different events that have happened at our school, through the
last 60 years. When walking through the school, take a look and
get to know more about our school community.

THANK YOU!!!
What a wonderful night of fun, fellowship, and fundraising!
God has blessed us with an amazing supportive community!
We are excited to say the event raised over $55,000 for our
school!! What a wonderful positive impact this will have in
the lives of our students! We feel so blessed and thank God
for a wonderful night!
We would like to thank all those who made this event a
success: all who came to the event and purchased items and
those who made general donations, all the donors, the
canvassers, those who contributed to the classroom gift
baskets and put them together, the auctioneers, floor help,
the kitchen help, set up and clean up help, Lucille, those on
the committee, and everyone who upheld this event in
prayer.
Your support made this 23 rd annual Winterfest auction an
enjoyable and tremendously successful event! If you missed
it, please plan on coming to next year's event!
See you at next year's Winterfest!

T HE A NNUAL W OODSTOCK
B OXING D AY
H OCKEY T OURNAMENT
Calling all Ice Hockey Players.
We are looking for teams to play in
the Annual Woodstock Boxing Day
Hockey Tournament to be
held at the Woodstock
Community Complex on
Thursday, December 26, 2019.
This is a one-day event with a guarantee of 3 games
minimum.
We hope you come out to watch or play!
WCS will also be running a concession stand with snacks,
refreshments and coffee available for purchase. Please contact Greg
Geerlinks for more information, at gregoryalfred@hotmail.com

G RADE 2 – M RS. M. H ORINGA
Grade two has been studying families. God has designed many types of
families. We each have things that are the same as other families and some
things that make our family unique. Using chromebooks and practicing our
typing skills, Grade two students made a word cloud to describe their family.
They chose names and words to describe their family. Here are their final
creations. I hope you enjoy their work.

