February - March 2019

Students trying to meet their reading goals for the M.S. Read-A-Thon.

phone: 519-539-1492

fax: 519-539-1893

Upcoming Events
March 1.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.A. Day
March 6.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Prayer Group
March 7.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Report Cards
March 8 - 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . March Break
March 19.. . . . . . . . . . . . . Back at School
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Board Meeting
March 20.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Prayer Group
April 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Prayer Group
April 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SpringFest
April 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . Battle of the Books

April 15. . . . . . . Volunteer Appreciation
April 16. . . . . . . . . . . . . Board Meeting
April 17. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Prayer Group
April 18. . Good Friday / Easter Chapel
April 19. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Good Friday
April 22. . . . . . . . . . . . . Easter Monday
April 23. . . . . . Bus Driver Appreciation
April 24. . . . . . Art Walk & Open House
April 25. . . . . . . . . . GrandFriends Day
April 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.D. Day

email: office@woodstockchristian.ca

website: www.woodstockchristian.ca

B OARD NEWS
Greetings from the WCS Board of Directors! Thank you so
much for your ongoing support and prayers as we continue to
meet on a monthly basis. As we enter 2019, planning is
underway for the new school year. Re-enrollment forms have
been sent out and our kindergarten information evening was
held. Budget preparations will begin soon as well and we
continue to covet your prayers through this process.
Our final fundraiser of 2018 was held on Boxing Day.
Thank you to Greg Geerlinks and his committee for another
successful Hockey Tournament.
We closed off the 2018 year with the purchase of a new bus!
The transportation committee spent many hours researching and
finding a great deal on this bus. The board thanks you for your
diligent work throughout this process.
Our new Financial Administrator, Anita VanGeest, is settling
in well. Feel free to stop by on Tuesdays when she is in the
office and introduce yourself. Let's make her feel like a part of
our community!
As we continue through this school year and especially this
winter, we ask for your prayers for safety for our bus drivers as
they carry a heavy responsibility. We ask for prayers for our
staff and students as well.
We thank you for the opportunity to serve and look forward
to all the good things that God has planned for WCS. We are
thankful to God for His continued faithfulness and many
blessings. God is good!
Blessings, Michelle Sol, Board Secretary

W ALKING WITH G OD:
C ULTIVATING A H UMBLY G RATEFUL A TTITUDE
Our school theme this year is Walk with God, Talk with
God, and is proving to be a good follow-up to last year's
theme, Faith in Action: Heroes for God. We've moved from
learning life stories of Bible characters and how they revealed
themselves as heroes of faith (or as anti-heroes), to the work
of cultivating our own faith walk and prayer life. Consider
what makes a hero or a character of integrity. Attitude is key
in determining how they approach life. We each tell our stories
based on our experiences and attitudes. Our attitudes reveal
our character. They are an outward display of what's taking
place in our hearts. Matthew 15:18 says, "The things that come
out of the mouth come from the heart".
So, what is coming out of our mouths? How are we telling
our story? How are we providing models and guiding students
to tell their stories? And, how is attitude determining the
story? There's a 'catchy' children's song that I recall from time
to time. The song's verses present various difficult life
circumstances to which a response is required (e.g., Jonah in
the belly of the whale), and the chorus follows:
Are you grumbly hateful or humbly grateful?
What's your attitude?
Do you grumble and groan, or let it be known
you're grateful for all God's done for you?
Good questions! Several posters and reminders at WCS
show students and adults the importance of attitude. For
example, "Attitudes are contagious. Is yours worth catching?"
and, "Check your attitude at the door". Much of teaching and
learning is about mind-set or attitude. When students have an
"I can!" or "Bring it on!" attitude, learning happens. It takes
wisdom and maturity for each of us to recognize that attitude
is not something that happens to us, but comes from within.
Charles Swindoll writes: "I believe the single most significant
decision I can make on a day-to-day basis is my choice of
attitude. It is more important than my past, my education, my
successes or failures, what other people think of me or say
about me. Attitude keeps me going or cripples my progress.
From time to time, I hear families, staff members, visiting
grandparents or sometimes those new to WCS speak about the
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beauty of this place - the focus on children as image-bearers of
God, the wonder and complexity of creation, integrity,
distinctive Christ-centred teaching, and relationship building.
People speak, sometimes with tears in their eyes, about how they
see God at work here at WCS. This attitude of gratitude and
humility is wonderful.
So, how do we cultivate an attitude of thankfulness - a
grateful heart? For Jesus-followers, however, we are not talking
about just a positive attitude. We are talking about an attitude
that comes from a heart focused on God and that trusts in Him.
As we connect with prospective families, as we speak with one
another at school or in our communities, what stories are we
telling of how God is working in our lives, our children's lives?
Are they stories of complaint or of thankfulness and celebration?
Are we confident that God is who He says he is and that He will
provide? The apostle Paul, in Ephesians 3:17-21 writes, "And I
pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have
power, together with all the Lord's holy people, to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to
know this love that surpasses knowledge-that you may be filled
to the measure of all the fullness of God." Know that God "is
able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us". What humbly
grateful stories are we telling or encouraging our children and
students to tell?

We are taking time this year to introduce or re-introduce the
staff of WCS to our larger community. We are grateful to have
these talented and dedicated people on staff and to be blessed by
their gifts and abilities. Janet, Bonnie and Anita, we are glad to
have you on our team!

school?", Bonnie replied: "We transferred Malachi and
Mackenzie to WCS. This has been the best educational move
we made for both children- and has made a huge difference for
Malachi's future. I think the teachers at the school not only
teach, but get to know each child personally so they can bring
the best out in them. I am working for WCS because I want to
give back to other children what was given to my two. I enjoy
EVERYTHING about my work! I love going in to work in the
mornings and seeing the smiling faces of the children as they
arrive, the enjoyment/surprise on their face when they
accomplish a task, and working with a great teacher." Bonnie
feels blessed being part of WCS, by the friendships both the
children and she have made, the education they are receiving,
and being able to support her children and other children and
teachers at the school as a classroom volunteer. Outside of
school, Bonnie loves to spend time with her children and
tending to the animals on the farm (ducks, chickens, horses,
dog, rabbit, guinea pig). We have been blessed by you as a
classroom volunteer for many years! Welcome to our staff,
Bonnie.

J ANET S CHEELE is currently our afternoon EA in junior
kindergarten. She comes to work with us following a busy
morning working down the hall and around the corner at the
preschool. Janet was raised on a farm in the Drayton area.
She attended public elementary and high school. Following
that, Janet attended Fanshawe College in London to earn her
Early Childhood Education diploma. She has been working
in child care ever since. Janet has been part of Wee Creations
Christian Preschool as a teacher and supervisor since it began
in 1990. Janet says: "I feel very connected to Woodstock
Christian School and am happy to be part of the teaching staff
in the role of educational assistant. I enjoy working with
young children very much. I am delighted to spend my
afternoons in the JK classroom, assisting the children in their
learning experiences." Janet and her husband, Dan, have four
children, all of whom attended WCS. Welcome, Janet! Our
paths have crossed throughout the building for many years.
We love having your expertise in our kindergarten program.

B ONNIE B OHNER is a WCS
parent and currently our morning EA
in junior kindergarten. Bonnie grew
up in a small hamlet called Brinsley
(near Ailsa Craig). She attended
North Middlesex District High
School, Fanshawe College for ECE,
and Fanshawe night school for
several more certificate programs.
Bonnie, her husband, Manfred and
children, Malachi and Mackenzie,
live on a farm near Hickson. She has
worked for three child care
organizations over the course of two
decades and in addition to working at WCS works with her
husband as a bookkeeper/ customs data entry person for their
family business. When asked, "Why work for a Christian

A NITA V ANG EEST is our newest staff member and can be
found in the finance office at WCS. Anita grew up in many
different communities in Southern Ontario where her father
served as principal of various Christian Schools. She attended
Wellandport and Drayton Christian Schools and Woodland
Christian High School. Anita says, "I have worked in
bookkeeping for over thirty years with most of my experience
being in the charity/not-for-profit sector. I believe that as a
Christian parent, Christian schools are vital in assisting us in
grounding our children in a knowledge that has a biblical
worldview. I enjoy working alongside charities to fulfill their
mission, and accounting is the way that I can help." When she
is not working, Anita enjoys doing the daily crossword puzzle,
embroidery, scrapbooking, and watching the Toronto Blue
Jays. Welcome to our team, Anita! We hope that you soon feel
part of the WCS family. May God bless you in your work.

C OMMUNITY C ORNER
T HE M ONTHLY M INGLE
We have started a new event called the Monthly Mingle. The monthly mingle gives
members in our community a chance to get to know each other better and enjoy coffee
and goodies. Everybody is welcome. Please bring your preschool children with you.
They will have a chance to play with the parachute, balls, and other fun activities in the
gym during the parents social time. Stay tuned for more information on our next
monthly mingle. We look forward to seeing you!

K IS FOR K INDERGARTEN
K is for Kindergarten is coming up and we welcome any child who is turning 4 in 2019
to join us. Your child will meet the teacher, take a ride on the school bus, sings songs,
listen to Bible stories and interact with other children. This is a great opportunity to get
your child ready for their first day of school in September and learn more about the
Kindergarten program at Woodstock Christian School. This 4 week program is free and
you do not need to be registered at our school to participate. Please sign up for K is for
Kindergarten by emailing admissions@woodstockchristian.ca or sign up on our
website www.woodstockchristian.ca.

BOXING DAY HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
Woodstock Christian School would like to thank everyone who participated in our
recent Boxing Day Hockey Tournament! Thank you to all the hockey players and
their supportive families! We thank God for a safe day, as there were no injuries at
the tournament. Also a big thank you to those who coordinated the day, looking after
the team schedules and details of the day. Thank you to the crew who organized
and ran the concession stand, the great team of Grade 8 students who looked after
the score clocks! We really appreciate your support as you served those hockey
players and spectators all day long! We also thank the following generous sponsors:
Burgesville Grain and Feed - (519) 424-2147
D and J Paton Bros. - (519) 425-1604
Dairylane Systems - (519) 666-1404
DeKline Livestock - (519) 280-2697
Forster-Technik - (519) 239-9756
GJ's Farm Equipment - (519) 424-9374
Grand Valley Frotifiers - (800) 567-4400
MacIntosh Embryo Transfer - (519) 421-8341
Mackay Fuels - (519) 537-3151
Maplestone Construction - (519) 532-7541
Markvale Holsteins - (519) 423-6349
Markwood Farms (519) 537-1255
Nature Feed Center (519) 424-2450
Oxford Vet Corp - (519) 423-6706
Sol Painting and Decorating - (519) 421-7817
Steve's Automotive - (519) 421-2313
The Holstein Journal - (905) 886-4222
Veldale - (519) 537-1139
Woodstock Total Rent-all - (519) 421-2200
WRC Purifying - (519) 863-3000

GRADE 3 - M R. G. HIEMSTRA
Students in grade 3’s have been learning about the parts of a paragraph
such as a topic sentence, the middle sentences that contain the details, and
a concluding sentence that relates back to the topic sentence. Grade
three’s have had various writing topics including about Christmas Break
and our school theme. Here are some of those paragraphs:

Talking with God is important to me. You can tell God what’s on our mind. You can tell God your thoughts. God
wants us to talk to him. God wants to have a relationship with us. These are reasons why talking to God is important. (By Jasmine)
Talking with God is important to me. He is important to us. You can tell him about your day. God wants us to talk to him. Talking with God
is important to me. (By Luke)
Talking with God is important to me. It is important because he wants to hear what you are thinking. You can tell him about your day.
God wants you to talk with him. Talking with God is important to me. (By Kyle)
Talking with God is important to me. It is important to me because you can have a relationship with God. You can tell him how you feel.
God wants us to talk to him. Talking with God is important to me. (By Lydia)
My Christmas break was great! I went skating. I ate lots of good food. I got presents. My Christmas break was great. (By Sunwoo)

Talking with God is important to me. These are reasons why. When you talk with God you can tell him what’s on your mind. He is a
trusted friend that you can talk to. You also have a relationship with him. When you talk with God he actually wants you to talk to him.
He loves you! These are reasons talking with God is important to me. (By Annelies)
There are many examples of walking with God. Walking with God means following God. Walking with God means having a relationship
with God. Walking with God means to respect others. These are examples of walking with God. (By Wendy)
There are many examples of walking with God. Walking with God means you have a relationship with God. It means you love God.
Walking with God means you should care for others. These are some ways to walk with God. (By Kathryn)
Jason has created a mosaic of a giraffe, one of his favourite animals. God has created it with a long neck.
Its long neck is reaching for food in a tree.
There are many examples of walking with God. You can follow God by treating others the way you want
to be treated. You can follow God by obeying the ten commandments. You can follow God by respecting
the fruit of the Spirit. You can follow God in his ways. These are the ways we can walk with God. (By
Hailey)
There are many examples of walking with God, talking with God. It means to follow him. It also means
to pray with him. It means to know that he is with you. It means to have a relationship with him. There
are many examples of walking with God, talking with God. (By Landon)
There are many examples of walking with God. We can do what God says in the Bible. We can pray with him. We do not have to listen
to people that say bad things. There are many examples of walking with God. (By Kurtis)
My Christmas break was great. My sister had a birthday. We went to the Flying Squirrel. We went bowling for my opa’s birthday. We had
a New Year’s party and we went out for supper. My Christmas break was great. (By Felicia)
My Christmas break was great. I got to go to a restaurant. I went to a friend’s house. My oma and opa came to my house and then I got
to go to my grandma and grandpa’s house. My Christmas break was great. (By Lucas)
My Christmas break was great. I got to spend time with my cousins. I got to start gymnastics. I went to a friend’s house. My Christmas
break was great. (By Anna)
My Christmas break was great. I had no school for two weeks. I went to a friend’s house. A couple days later another friend came over.
I had a great Christmas. (By Levi)
My Christmas break was great. I went sledding. I spent time with my family. I went swimming. These are the reasons why my Christmas
break was great. (By Cole)
My Christmas break was great. I love Christmas break because I get lots and lots of family time and I had no school. It was so awesome!
It was Jesus’ birthday and that is fun when it is your birthday! I got a new cousin. He was born on December 25th, on Christmas. His
name is Ezra. Christmas break was great. (By Aron)
My Christmas break was great! I went to church for Christmas. We open presents on Christmas night. I went to a friend’s house. My
Christmas break was great. (By Kaitlyn)
My Christmas break was not great. My sister was sick. I had a bad cold. I did not get to see my cousins that much. My Christmas break
was not great. (By Natalie)
My Christmas break was great. I went bowling on Christmas. I got presents. I got to play with my new toys. My Christmas break was
great. (By John)
We went on vacation on Christmas break. I loved doing whatever we want. It was fun. It was the best when we went on vacation. We
went ziplining. The zipline was a mile long. Christmas break was fun. (By Tenley)

