
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 15, 2020 

 

Farewell to Our Grads 

The communal graduation verse that the students chose to direct and focus their 

celebration comes from Romans 15 verse 13. What a great choice, given our current 

situation. It is a prayer and a blessing and so very relevant and meaningful in this unsettled 

time: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Congratulations, WCS 

Class of 2020! Let’s hold onto the hope and joy and peace that only God provides.  

We have known some of our grade eight students for 10 years, and some for just a short 

time. Staff and students at WCS have been blessed by our bold, creative, athletic, sincere, 

godly, caring and awesome (and more!) grads. We will miss you, but we also know it’s time for you to move on to new 

challenges. Know that God continues to provide grace and love in abundance. He will continue to guide and bless you. 

Farewell & God bless you, Abi, Aiden, Aliyah, Alyssa, Brett, Cora, Elena, Erin, Hendrik, Ken, Lauryn, Mackenzie, 

Miranda, Ryan and Tony. 

 

- Carol Verbeek, Principal 

 

 

 

 

Monday: Landon M., JK 

 

Thursday: Mrs. DeVries., Learning Support JK 

 

June 23- Mrs. Dieleman, Librarian 

 

June 25- Keaghan B., Gr. 5 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:  

 

Class of 2020 Graduation: Our WCS “live” graduation ceremony and celebration has been postponed until September or 

when larger gatherings are permitted. ‘Plan B’ for the June Class of 2020 graduation includes the “Tribute to grade 8” video 

which will be released on Tuesday June 16. We are excited to share what our classes have done to honour our 8s and to show 

them that we love them and will miss them! An alternate unique and exciting celebration ceremony will take place with our 

grad and parents at their homes. WCS students will be having an early dismissal on June 16th at 11:30am as staff prepare for 

graduation. Stay tuned for a grad video which will come out later this week - featuring each of our grads and honouring the 

special person God created each to be.  
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Staff Changes: Each year there are a few staff changes at WCS and the year ahead is no exception.  

• This month we will say good-bye to Mrs Koopman who will be retiring. What a blessing she has been! 40 years of 

service/employment at JKCS/WCS. Amazing! 

• WCS redundancy: We will be saying good-bye for now to Miss Body who has received notice that she will not be 

returning 

• WCS redundancy: We will also be saying good-bye for now to Mrs Poort who has received notice that she will not 

be returning 

• Mrs Sikma (French) will be taking a leave of absence for the 2020-2021 school year to further her studies.  

• Mrs Schuster will be back from mat leave shortly. Welcome back!  

• Mrs VanderPloeg’s position has been reduced to 60% FTE (redundancy). Also, Mrs. & Mr VanderPloeg are excited 

to share that baby vanderPloeg is due in November. They give thanks to God for this blessing!  - Congratulations 

to you! 

We are excited for some of these changes, but sad to see staff leave our team. We hope that you will join us in thanking our 

staff for their good work at WCS in the past few years and offer encouragement to them. We thank God for the work that our 

staff have been able to do at WCS and for how they have blessed us! 

 

Exchange Day = CURBSIDE EXCHANGE will take place Thursday June 18th from 9am - 330pm. Bring your family - 

but stay in your vehicle! Families have an appointment during which they will pull into the bus parking area beside the gym 

and be able to drop off WCS items that are currently at home, such as Chromebooks & cords, musical instruments, WCS 

sports jerseys, WCS library books and Learning Place book bags, as well as pick up student’s shoes, binders/folders, and 

pencil cases, drawing/writing tools and water bottles. Public Health requires strict protocols in place for anyone on-site, 

stressing ‘no lingering’. We are asking that all children stay in the car, and that one adult exit only as necessary. It would be 

most helpful if you bagged library books and had all materials ready in your trunk so that you can simply pop the trunk and 

our staff can unload and load. Our staff will gather your family’s belongings from the gym and bring them out to you. A 

reminder that students are welcome but must stay in the family vehicle. If you happen to see another family that you wish to 

connect with, do not linger at WCS to visit. Make plans to meet elsewhere. We are drive thru’ only   :) Teachers are sooo 

excited to be able to see students and families - and will be waving vigorously to the occupants of the cars … like our last 

day wave-out! Please click on this link https://www.schoolinterviews.ca/book/step1?z=m9WKnB and enter the code bvhp7 

to sign up for your family pick up time 

 

Prayer corner: God is good. And He is faithful. We have received abundant grace, blessings and love from God again this 

year. We have been reminded time and again this year that we are children of God and that we can approach Him with 

confidence. We continue to pray for our families and encourage you to continue to hold up the needs of our families and our 

leaders to God. Go well into the summer! Enjoy the creation, the freedom from school. Be blessed and be a blessing to 

others. 

 

Early dismissal: Students will be released from their learning time by 1130pm on Tuesday as teachers prepare for 

graduation. Thursday is Exchange Day and teachers will let you know schedules for your class meetings and assignments 

that day. Friday is LAST DAY of the 2019-2020 school year - and students will be released early. Be sure to participate in 

our END-OF-YEAR CHAPEL for the final day.  

 

From the WCS Transportation Team and the Board: For the first two terms of this school year, a big thank you to all our 

families for getting your children to school, to bus stops, for communicating with drivers and bus captains, for all that you’ve 

done to make school happen for our students. Thank you to families who've assisted us this past year by driving to a bus stop 

and allowing us to save time. A big thank you to our bus drivers and transportation coordinator for the great work that they 

do! With the WCS Board and transportation team working to plan for a new year, please note that bus routes may change 

significantly for the 2020-2021 school year. The WCS transportation team strives to be accommodating to as many families 

as possible, but with time limits on route lengths, and our large geographical area, planning is challenging. If you have 

moved or will be moving, please inform the office and provide an updated address. We are waiting for information updates 

from health authorities and government ministries (Education, Health, Transport) and will share plans when we know more. 

Thank you for partnering with us this year. 

 

Tuition Forms for 2020-2021: Parents, you will soon be receiving Tuition Forms from the school Finance office. It is 

essential to be mindful of the due dates on those forms so that the administration and Board of WCS can confirm numbers of 

students and families as we plan for September.  A reminder that there are funds available to support families if it is 

anticipated that the financial commitment is going to be difficult next year. Check in with finance@woodstockchristian.ca to 

learn more about this program. Blessings and wisdom to our families as you work through this process. 

https://www.schoolinterviews.ca/book/step1?z=m9WKnB
mailto:finance@woodstockchristian.ca
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WCS Spring Membership Meeting will take place on Thursday June 18th at 730pm via Zoom. There will be updates from 

committees and the opportunity to vote for new board directors. The meeting information package was sent last week. For 

JKCS Society members, note that voting for finance matters and for new Board directors will take place from Wednesday to 

Thursday. Access to the voting form is here. If you have questions about membership, please connect with our school office 

or with r.boersma@woodstockchristian.ca  

 

Our local health unit is Southwestern Public Health. Here is a link to their website. https://www.swpublichealth.ca/ It is a 

very comprehensive site and may have answers to any of the many questions you have around Covid, about Phase 2 of the 

province’s re-opening plan, and more. 

I want to clarify about public health guidelines and schools - though we are not a publicly funded school, health and safety, 

water quality, inspections, Joint Health & Safety rules, public health, transportation, insurance, licensing, employment, and 

other rules apply to us, just as they do to other institutions, stores, workplaces. We are committed to keeping our students 

well, our staff safe and well, and doing our part to keep the larger community, our seniors and our vulnerable populations 

well. I am quite certain that in recent months, you have had to adapt to a different way of operating your business, shopping, 

doing life - perhaps more sanitizing protocols, keeping distance between you and any drivers who service your business, or 

other adjustments. If you have any questions or concerns about what September may bring, please contact me.  

With all the uncertainties swirling around us, know this Woodstock Christian School community: We are planning for next 

year and are excited about a return to school and about exploring many different possibilities. We love our families and we 

love our students and can’t wait to be back together! What exactly will this look like? Well...we don’t quite know and are 

waiting for updates from the various ministries and health authorities. We will let you know more when we know more. We 

are making good plans. 

 

Learning Place: We had a great time celebrating today 

during our end of year parties!  This Thursday, please 

return book bags and all Learning Place books.  Let Mrs. 

deVries or me know if you would like any summer learning 

resources or suggestions and we will have these ready for 

you on the Exchange Day.  Thanks again for all your 

support this year, especially during this term of remote 

learning.  Parents, you rock!  Wishing you all a blessed 

and joy-filled summer break!  

 

Junior Kindergarten: Welcome to the last week of 

school.  It was a very different but blessed term of 

learning!  Happy Birthday to Landon who celebrates his 

birthday today.  May God bless you in the year ahead.  We 

will have our zoom on Wednesday this week.  Please have 

a die and your 16 square big with numbers 1 to 16 in the 

squares.  Also, come to zoom dressed up in a fun way i.e., 

super hero, princesses etc.   

I pray that God will bless you all this summer with joy, 

health and safety.  I have so loved getting to know your 

child and partnering with you all. 

Tuesday - Graduation 

Wednesday - Zoom 

Thursday - Pick up day at school 

Friday - last day of school. 

 

SK- Miss Body: Welcome to our last week of school. 

WOW! It is hard to believe that we started our online 

journey over 3 months ago. Way to go! Let's finish strong.  

Tuesday: Grad tribute (video to be released)   

                Early dismissal  

Wednesday: Celebrate summer: Cap and shades day  

Thursday: Exchange day  

Friday: School chapel (video) 

            Purple spirit wear day 

            Last day of school 

            Early dismissal  

 

 

SK: Mrs. Poort: This is the last week of school.  You 

have made it.  Good work SK.  On Thursday we have our 

exchange day. Don't forget to find your library books and 

bring them to school on Thursday.  In your bag you pick up 

from school I have included resources if you wish to do 

more work this summer. I have also included a few 

goodbye gifts from me.  May God bless you this summer.  

Tues - Mrs. Verbeek will visit our zoom.  

Wed - During zoom we will make our father's day craft.  

Fri - Goodbyes 

 

Grade 1: Welcome to the final week! What a journey this 

has been. Check the plan for today for a look at the week 

ahead! As we close off this school year, I pray that we may 

finish strong - and persevere!  

 

Grade 2: Wow - we have made it to the last week of 

school! We have also made it through a whole term of 

connected learning - way to go everyone! 

Thank you so much parents for all you have done this term 

to help your child. I wish you all a wonderful relaxing 

summer. May God bless you and keep you in all that you 

do.  

 

Grade 3: Welcome to our last week, grade 3!  Yes, you 

made it through this term with remote learning. I would 

like to wish everyone a safe and fun summer!  May God 

bless you!  On Wednesday wear your hat and shades!  On 

Friday come to our last meeting wearing your purple shirt. 

If you have a birthday over the summer, have a happy 

birthday!   

  

Grade 4A: The last week of school! I can’t believe the 

year is already done!  What a lot of learning you have done 

this year, grade 4!  Thank you for being such an amazing 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnbOacbjRfdwqokrHig8ht5h36ML3wA1v-AqqOfpsYkiKSnQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:r.boersma@woodstockchristian.ca
https://www.swpublichealth.ca/
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class!  I hope you have a great summer! I pray God bless 

you this summer and keep you safe and healthy! 

Tuesday  Celebrate July birthdays (Hailey, Josiah, Calvin, 

Leah) 

Wednesday Caps and Shades Day 

Celebrate August birthdays (Natalie, Kaitlyn V, Kaitlyn D) 

Thursday Exchange Day 

Friday Final Day of school!!  Have a great summer! 

 

Grade 4B:  Welcome to the last week of school! How 

exciting! This week your learning will happen as you do 

The Great Island STEM Challenge. Be sure to check 

google classroom for all the details. God bless you as you 

enjoy the summer holidays. 

Tuesday - Grade 8 Tribute and graduation 

          - Early dismissal (11;30) 

Wednesday - Celebrate Summer (wear caps and shades) 

Thursday - Exchange Day (return all school belongings) 

           - Report Cards 

Friday - WCS Spirit Day (wear purple) 

      - Video Chapel 

      - Early Dismissal (noon) 

 

Grade 5; Welcome to the last week of school! What a 

different and interesting ending to the year. Thank you all 

for your patience and perseverance as we powered through 

this very peculiar 3rd term of school.  

Tuesday - Watch the Gr. 8 Tribute Video. + Early 

Dismissal @ 11:30 (teachers have graduation 

responsibilities). Medieval Project due.  

Thursday - Exchange Day: For instructions, see email I sent 

to you this morning + parent link general announcements. 

Be sure to bring your child + and any school owned items. 

Friday - Last day: Fun and games at 8:30 on Zoom, then 

students are free to go and enjoy their summer! 

Have a wonderful summer! See you in September 

(hopefully in the school building)! 

 

Grade 6: We have arrived at the final week of grade 6. 

Thank you for your patience with us back in April as we 

got up to speed. It was a challenge that you all made easier 

for us with your welcoming emails and continued support. 

We are confident that our Lord will continue to guide you 

and keep you each in the palm of His hand. We are looking 

forward to seeing you this week on our “exchange” day, 

even if it from a 2 meter distance! 

 

Grade 7: Students are continuing their studies in math, 

literacy, and Christian Worldview. Students who desire to 

make a COVID Memory Box meet with Mrs. Racicot on 

GM at 9:30 am each morning.  On Wednesday at GM we 

will celebrate students with "summer birthdays" and 

student achievement awards.  On Thursday we will not 

have GM but I may see you at school when you come to 

collect your belongings and return your school items 

(Chromebooks/cords, library books, music equipment, 

sports uniforms, etc). 

 

Grade 8: Well here we are! You have made it! 

Congratulations on completing eighth grade! Obviously, 

this is not how we had envisioned ending our school year, 

but we are at the end nonetheless. I am looking forward to 

seeing each of you in person tomorrow for our Drive-by 

Graduation Ceremony! Make sure you get all dressed up 

for our celebrations.  May God bless you this summer and 

into High School in the fall! 

 

 


