October - November 2018

Students collected food for our Thanksgiving Food Drive!
Upcoming Events

phone: 519-539-1492

fax: 519-539-1893

October 26, 27. . . Teacher’s Convention**
October 31. . Sharing God’s Word Chapel
November 1. . . . . . . Membership Meeting
November 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . Prayer Group
November 9. . . . Grade 8 Day @ LDCSS
.. . . . . Remembrance Chapel

November 16. . . . . . . . . . . . P.D. Day*
. . . . . Winterfest Auction
November 20. . . . . . . . Board Meeting
November 21. . . . . . . . . Prayer Group
November 30. . . . . . . . . . . . P.A. Day*
December 4 & 5. . . Christmas Musical
December 6. . . . . . . . . Christmas Tea

email: office@woodstockchristian.ca

website: www.woodstockchristian.ca
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You are all invited to attend the

BOARD NEWS
On behalf of the Board of directors of WCS, welcome to
a brand new school year! We pray that everyone had a restful
and rejuvenating summer. The school year has started well
and we are thankful to God for bringing us back together as a
school community. This year we are celebrating 22 new
families, which consist of 58 new students and 5 new staff
members. We currently have 251 students from 117 families
enrolled. We are full! God is good! We pray that this year
may be a blessing to you all!
As a board, we were given the opportunity to share what
excites us the most about the upcoming school year at WCS.
Some of the things mentioned were: the staff and their love
for the kids, the increasing enrollment numbers, communion
of the saints, the opportunity to provide Christian education
and partner with parents, among many other things. Members
of the board also completed a board training seminar with Ray
Hendriks from Edvance (formerly OACS) in September.
Governance structure was reviewed and we were reminded of
the importance of covering our school, principal, staff and
students in prayer.
Over the summer, the Property and Building committee
was hard at work getting the school ready for the start of
school. Water testing was conducted, some classrooms were
painted, trees were trimmed, some windows were replaced,
and our computer lab was converted into a classroom to
accommodate our growing student body. Thank you so much
to all who contributed in one way or another!
The Forward Drive is happening again in October this
year. We will focus on the theme of prayer and will pray
together through a 5 day prayer booklet. Watch for these to
come home.
Plans are also underway for this years' Winterfest Auction,
to be held on Friday, November 16th. It is a wonderful evening
of fellowship and fundraising. So mark it on your calendars
and plan to attend!
Our annual Fall Membership meeting is coming up on
Thursday, November 1st at 8 pm. Pastor Martin Dam will be
coming to speak with us on "Standing the Light of Day."
Martin is a pastor, a parent, and a preacher and is passionate
about teaching students and raising children who are wise and
discerning. Martin spoke to educators in the Bluewater
Schools group in August and offered wisdom in terms of
engaging culture and living out our faith in meaningful ways.
As we go forward this year, we ask God's blessing on all
the staff as they equip our students for a life of service to God.
And we ask for your continued prayers for the board and our
principal Carol Verbeek as we seek His will.
Michelle Sol
WCS Board Secretary

FALL COMMUNITY MEETING
Thursday, November 1st, 2018
at 8 p.m.
in the school auditorium.
Our guest speaker will be Pastor Martin Dam
speaking on “Standing the Light of Day”
Our speaker, Martin Dam is a follower of Jesus, as well as a
pastor, parent, and preacher. He is passionate about teaching
and raising children who are wise and discerning. Martin will
challenge us to think about how can we be 'salt and light',
engaging culture and living out our faith in meaningful ways.
This meeting will also feature a revised budget and
various committee reports.
We hope you can come and enjoy fellowship
with the JKCS Society.

to a new school year at
Woodstock Christian School
where we are all about Faith,
Learning, and Community. We care about growing our students
in all areas of development. As a school, we are growing!
Throughout the winter and spring of 2017, we were blessed to
receive numerous inquiries about Woodstock Christian School
from parents who were reviewing educational choices for their
family. This fall, we welcomed twenty-two new families,
fifty-eight new students, and five new staff to WCS. We praise
God for the opportunity to become a community of learning
and belonging for these many new students and families. Six
decades ago, as our founders were planning for this school to
become a reality, they chose Proverbs 9:10 as their 'keystone'
verse: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
We continue in that tradition, but with a fresh approach to
education. We provide Christ-centred education for families
who make a conscious choice for partnership with a school that
provides, along with their churches, a strong belief foundation
that will equip students with skills, strategies, knowledge and
wisdom. If you are familiar with WCS, reach out and enfold
our newest families. If you are new to WCS, welcome to our
place! We are blessed to have you with us.
You are invited to our

Sharing God’s Word Chapel
on Thursday, October 31
at 8:30 a.m.

st

"Walk with God. Talk with God."
Our theme for the 2018-2019 school year follows on the heels
of last year's theme, Faith in Action - Heroes for God. Last year, as
our theme and devotional focus at Woodstock Christian School, we
explored the stories and lives of those who lived "by faith". We
discovered that God uses ordinary, sinful people to accomplish his
extraordinary purposes. Through these characters we learned what
it means to live a godly life, to be obedient active followers of
Jesus, and to be present and active in our communities, sharing
God's story.
Walk with God. Talk with God. This year's theme is focused on
our response to God and our relationship with Him. How do we
actually walk with Him? How do we understand and live this in
our homes and classrooms to be able to teach walking and talking
with God to our children? We have the Bible, God's word for us,
His story. Throughout the Bible, there are instructions,
encouragements, warnings, and examples of lives lived in step (as
well as out of step) with God - all of which we can use to guide our
walk and our children's walk with God. Enoch walked with God.
Adam and Eve walked with God. Jesus walked with God his
Father. Deuteronomy (chapters 6 & 11) gives parents explicit
instructions to love and speak of 'the one God' at all times and in
all places. "Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that
I give you today are to be on your heart. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up". Various
versions use the words 'teach them diligently', or, 'repeat them
again and again'. This is serious, foundational instruction. We talk.
We walk. We model. We instruct. Diligently.
At WCS, students learn Bible stories, songs, and memorize
Scripture and learn the truths of the Bible. They practice building
and being in relationship. They study math, music, French, art,
geography, science. They practice reading and writing and listening
and speaking. They learn to work and play with their classmates.
They practice patience, compassion, and self-control. They laugh
together, learn together, celebrate, and sometimes struggle with
being together. In all of these subject areas and life areas, in all
aspects of being together at school, we remind and teach the
goodness and love of God, His grace, the beauty and wonder of
creation, and how God has provided each of us with unique gifts,
abilities, and yes, challenges too. Inevitably we encounter
brokenness and the reality of the effects of sin. In those discoveries
too, we can walk and talk with God. We know we can bring all
matters to him in prayer. James 4:8 (NIV) instructs, 'Come near to
God and he will come near to you'.
At the start of this year, and as you journey through it, please
encourage and pray for our families and for our students as they
learn more about how to walk and talk with God.

The Forward Drive Campaign has started. During the
campaign week we prayed together as a community. We
focused on prayers of the community, globally, classroom
prayers, a parents prayer, a student body prayer and ended with
the Lord’s Prayer. Thank you for partnering and praying with
us.
As you enter the school you will see our prayer tree. Take
a moment to write a prayer for our school, or a prayer that is on
your heart and add it to our tree.
Please talk with your family, friends, and community about
the Forward Drive. Let them know of the amazing things
Woodstock Christian School has been up to and see if they are
willing to donate to the Forward Drive. Help us reach our goal
of $100,000.
We apologize if you have not received a copy of the
Forward Booklet. Please complete a form at:
www.woodstockchristian.ca
or contact the school office if you would like to be added to our
mailing list.

COMMUNITY CORNER
We are so grateful for the beginning of a new year at
Woodstock Christian School. During the second week of school
we enjoyed our Welcome Dessert Social. It was a pleasure to
have our families come together and socialize as a community
and see what all the children have been up to in their classrooms.
Thank you to everyone for coming out for a fun filled evening!
Please join us the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month at 8:30
am for Prayer Group. We gather together and pray for families in
the school, the staff, board of directors, and other prayer requests
that we receive. If you are unable to join, please submit your own
personal prayer requests. We want to pray for you - joys and
concerns!

REMEMBRANCE ASSEMBLY
On Friday, November 9, at 8:30
a.m. WCS students will meet in
t h e g ym n a s i u m f or a
Remembrance Day Assembly.
Parents, grandfriends, and all
friends of Christian Education
are invited to join us for
commemoration and reflection.

Mark your calendar for:
Christmas Musical - “Angels Aware” Dec. 4th & 5th at 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Tea - Dec. 6th at 1:30 p.m.

WELCOME WEDNESDAY

- “Take the Tour”
Drop in any Wednesday morning, or contact Joleen
Mulder to book an appointment.

MMMM.... CHICKEN!!!
We are selling chicken from Elmira
Poultry this year as a fund-raiser for
WCS. For every box sold, the school
makes $5! Please consider purchasing
through Woodstock Christian School what
you would normally purchase at the
grocery store. If you do get a few extra
orders, that would be a bonus! We place orders 5 times a year:
September, December, February, April and June.
Order forms are on the next pages. Please return your order forms
to the school, accompanied with payment no later than Tuesday,
November 27th. We are able to accept cash, cheques or debit. No
credit cards. Orders will be ready for pickup on Thursday,
December 13th between 3-4 pm. Please make arrangements to
have your orders picked up during that time frame, as we will not
be storing any orders at the school. We ask that you do not come
for your order before 3, as we are often sorting orders right up until
that time. This ensures accuracy for everyone. If you have any
questions, please contact Michelle Sol at 519-539-7839 or
jmsol@rogers.com.

WCS 14th Annual Golf Tournament, June 23, 2018.
Mother nature put quite a damper on the day
with excessive rain. The tournament was
cancelled, but WCS was showered with
blessings from generous sponsors in the
amount of $16,000!
A BIG Thank you to our sponsors!

Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Bentum Family Homes Inc.
De Jong Enterprises
DeWeerd Farms Limited
Reyneveld & Sons Roofing
Steve’s Automotive
Verkuyl Farms Ltd.

Alstein Farms
BDO Financial Services
Dr. & Mrs. C. L. DeBolster
Pro Electric
Renhope Farms
Tilstra Plumbing

Silver Sponsors
Adams Building Supply
Bobcat of Brantford
Can-tario Brick & Stone
Castlestone Granite & Quartz Inc.
Dairy Lane Systems Ltd.
Dortmans Bros Barn Equipment Inc.
Hunt Homes
Ideal Supply
JB Electric
Lely Centre Woodstock
McKay Fuels

MNS Electric
Oxford Bovine Vet Services
Peter Vandersar/Royal LePage
Poort & Sonder Masonry Contractors
Progress Freight
Skip-Pol Inc.
Sol Home Solutions
TD Private Investment Counsel
Total Rentals - Woodstock.
VanStraten Bakery
Voskamp Transfer Services
Woodstone Precision Cabinetry

The 15th Annual WCS Golf Tournament is scheduled for June 22, 2019.
Mark that on your calendar!
Above all we give thanks to God for blessing our school so richly!

Respectfully, your Golf Team
Greg Geerlinks, Terry Sol and Evelyn Tilstra

GRADE 5 - MR. A. HIEMSTRA
Throughout the past few weeks I've been introducing the Gr. 5 class to
their global service learning project for the 2018-2019 school year. During
the next 30-40 days, the Gr. 5 class will be involved in some fundraising
and much gift-making to bless a school in Haiti. The school that we'll be
blessing is called Lagosette Christian School (LCS). LCS is a school
operating under an organization called Children of the Promise (COTP).
I became involved with COTP and LCS two years ago when Bernice
Huinink-Buiter (WCS's former principal and LCS' current advisor) told me
about them. Since then, I've learned a lot about the school and have been
involved in a few fundraisers to support the facility, staff, and students there.
In November I will be traveling with Bernice and a small team of mostly Covenant CRC members to Haiti for the first time. I will get to stay
at the COTP campus, work at the school with the children, and use my gifts to help bless the community there! I am extremely excited to
be a part of this. One of my many tasks will be to assemble the Christmas "blessing bags" for each student and staff member at LCS. The
Gr. 5 class and I will take part in creating some of the gifts that will be included in these bags. We'll also help raise money for other items
to be included in the bags and soccer nets that will be installed on LCS' property. The Gr.
5 class and I are very excited for our service learning project for the year. If you'd like to
find out more, please come to our Sharing God's Word chapel on October 31st at 8:30 am!

"WHAT I'VE LEARNED SO FAR IN GR. 5..."
The following statements were written by the Gr. 5 students to give the community an idea
of what they've been learning about so far. They are proud of their learning!
Emma:
Josiah:
Junyoung:
Jeremy:
Jaden:
Jaron:
Megan:
Branson:
Matthew:
Derek:
Emily:
Tiffany:
Justin:
Jason:
Ian:
Alexis:
Anthony:
Jamie:
Ben:
Dev:
Patrick:
Lydia:
Cole:

In logic practice I learned how to play chess.
I am better at multiplication because we practiced it in math class.
E.S.L has taught me a lot of English.
In Devotions I learned how not to get too angry.
In science I learned all about cells and how we are made of billions and
trillions of cells.
I know how to find cells using a microscope because I learned it in science.
In art, I learned about proportion.
In physical education, I learned how to kick a ball with the inside of my foot,
I also learned how to dribble really fast.
In science I learned that a lot of cells make up tissue.
In Language Arts I learned how to write a paragraph and how to start and finish a paragraph.
In Math I learned increasing and decreasing sequences.
In phys. Ed I learned to play soccer again. Mr.H introduced it to
some of us who have never played it.
In devotions I learned to get closer to God through prayer.
In music I have learned some christmas songs my favourite one is
jingle bells.
Israel's exile is all new to me, I learned it in Bible.
I know how to identify patterns because I learned it in math.
During our class novel reading, I learned that in WW2 people had to
hide the gold from the nazis.
At school I have played more sports like soccer and Ga Ga Ball.
I have learned how to speak English since coming to WCS.
In science class I learned about the different jobs of all the cells in
your body.
I have learned how to defend a soccer ball from another players in
P.E.
In French I learned how to ask to go to the bathroom in French.
I am better at reading because I've practiced in Language Arts:
Read-to-Self.

GRADE 7 - MRS. L. RACICOT
Grade 7 students are reading short stories from the Choices and Decisions anthology. The specific selection
of stories is of the theme ‘Reflecting God’. We are called to be image bearers of God. Students were asked
to reflect on and describe who they are, who they wish they could be, how they see themselves, and how
others see them. They were also asked to reflect on how God sees them. This self-reflection is a starting point
to celebrate how God has created them, imperfect but able to grow in knowledge and understanding of God,
so they may be image bearers of Him.

I

I am a student at WCS. I think God sees me as a Christian that is
at church every Sunday. I am a dairy farmer. I am a good friend. I
like to joke around with my friends. I wish I could be sinless. I wish
I was more helpful. I love working with animals and being around
them. I like running long distances. I like biking, scootering and
ripsticking.
By: Ryan
I see myself as helpful and loving by being a friend, a sister, and a
daughter. As a 12 year old I am a Christian and a Child of God.
Some things I enjoy doing are playing different indoor games and
outdoor games including soccer. I would like to improve my drawing
and artistic ability. I would like to be more creative in my writing and
art. Self-confidence is something I would like more of. I am musical
and have played the violin for 2 years and the clarinet for 1 year.
When I leave school, I would like to continue to play violin. I think
it would be cool to teach others how to play the violin. Others would
say I am kind, funny, respectful, and a good friend. God would see
my as a servant who loves to help others. I think God would say I
have self-control and that I am kind and gentle. This is who I am.
By: Lauryn

I have lots and lots of energy. I use that energy for working and
sports. My favourite tractor is FENDT. It is German made. I wish I
could be invisible because I could find things out way easier.
Sometimes I jumble up words or say something funny and my
friends find that funny. There are times when I drive a tractor in the
fields and I have to make smart choices. I see myself as a cowboy
because I look after calves and have cows. Sometimes I ride them.
I talk a lot. I can start a conversation or join into one. I enjoy soccer
and I play for the INGERSOLL FLYERS. I play forward and midfield.
By: Hendrik
I'm crazy. I get really hyper when I'm tired. Some people say I'm
fun. People also say I'm so ‘rad' and ‘totally tubular'. I like making
sure people have fun. I like soccer and baseball. I am very
energetic. Some say I'm humble and kind. I really like music. When
I grow up I want to be a photographer. I like games like Gaga ball
and Signal tag. My favorite animals are dogs and cats. God sees
me as a Christian and a child of God. I am faithful in going to church
and praising God through prayer and songs.
By: Aliyah

I am going to tell you how I feel about myself as a twelve year old.
I see my self as a sister, daughter, friend and a child of Christ. I
take my role as the oldest sibling seriously and I am attentive to my
2 younger sisters. Acting and riding are activities that I enjoy. Last
year I played Mr. Sowerberry in the play Oliver Twist at my school.
Through acting and K2K I will become more self-confident. I enjoy
riding my pony and I am proud that I received 3rd out of 47
contestants at Championships. I would like to become stronger in
my riding. I describe myself as a quiet, smart, expressive, kind and
mathematical. I like to express my ideas but there are times when
I like to keep them to myself. I would like to come up with better
ideas in writing projects and in art class. I would like to become
better at sketching God's wonderful world. God sees me as a
servant who loves helping other people. He also sees me as a
joyful person who spreads joy to others. That is what I think of
myself this year as a grade 7 student.
By: Miranda
I am a 12 year old girl with long, red hair, blue eyes, and my face is
covered with freckles. I am also a sister and a daughter. In a play
that I performed in, I was one of the main characters. Some things
I want to be like are a nicer, kinder, and quieter person. I also want
to improve my ability to play violin and piano. I would like to become
a better listener and more of an extrovert. I see myself as a musical
and talkative person. Expressive, a bookworm, and a good speaker

are also some of my traits. I think others see me as a funny and a
friendly person. Others also see me as a talkative, athletic girl. God
sees me as a dramatic, laughable girl. He also sees me as a person
that can be relied on and a good friend.
By: Elena
My name is Keegan. I am cool, loud and also funny. Dairy farming
is fun and enjoyable for me. I am very energetic. I'm also very
content with my ideas. I am very claustrophobic and I dislike being
in small spaces. I am a Christian. I'm loud most of the time. When
I am older I do not want to live with my parents. I want to own my
own dairy farm. I would like to inherit the farm that my Pappa owns.
When I'm older I want to be successful in life. I think God sees me
as a loving, caring, fun and funny person. When I am older I want
to learn to play the drums better.
By: Keegan
I would describe myself as a calm and easygoing person. I'm
friendly and compassionate, and I care a lot about others. Birds are
my favourite animals, but I love animals of all shapes and sizes.
Some of my hobbies are singing, writing, drawing and reading. I'm
independent and somewhat reserved. I usually like to work by
myself but sometimes with others. Others would describe me as a
loyal friend and a good listener. Creativity is one of my qualities; I'm
innovative and full of ideas. I love to watch movies, and I love
sitcoms. I'm tech savvy, in that I love to use computers and
electronic devices. I wish that I was somewhat more social,
confident and athletic. I believe God sees me as a servant because
I love to help others. Overall, I love how God created me and I
wouldn't want to change anything.
By: Erin
I would describe myself as an artistic person, that loves to draw and
do crafts. Gaga ball and soccer are my favourite sports to play in
the summer or at camp. Most of my friends like my funny jokes and
my compassion toward people and animals. I like to participate in
dramas. Last year I played Rose in the play Oliver Twist by Charles
Dickens. Family time is important to me and so is bonding with my
friends. I am kind and friendly towards new people and love to get
to know them. Some of my favourite things to do are singing,
watching movies, and reading books. I play the flute and the piano,
and am in the senior choir for school. I think God sees me as a kind
and loving person that likes to help people. When I grow up I want
to travel the world and be a missionary, using my compassion and
kindness toward people to spread the word of God. I would not
change anything about myself, I really like who I am.
By: Abi
In some ways I'm smart by being musical and physical, especially
playing instruments and basketball. In my future I wish to be famous
and more musical. My goal is to earn straight A+'s on my report
card. Sometimes I wish I had wings to fly away. My friends find me
serious, but I do have a sense of humour. I like memes and jokes,
but I'm fairly quiet. I don't talk a lot outside home, but I talk a lot in
our house. I also enjoy taking part in competition, especially in
math. If and when I fail at something, I get upset. Sometimes I think
I can't do things that are asked of me, but I still try!!! I believe God
sees me as a faithful believer because I pray everyday. By: Tony

My name is Alyssa. I am a child of God. People say that I am hyper,
humble, crazy, energetic, fun, funny, and totally tubular. Every
Sunday I go to church and worship God. I love all animals so much.
I am the youngest child in my family and I have a hamster named
Milo and a fish named Cleo. I love the water. I could live in the
water. I love camping because I love to be in the nature that God
has made. I wish I could be a little more creative, patient, and loyal
to people. I was also Mrs. Sowerberry in the play Oliver Twist. I
believe God sees me as a helper and a cure for people who are
sad.
By: Alyssa
I like animals. I own a horse named Dolly. I've been riding for five
years. I take part in competitions. I am talkative. I enjoy inside jokes
with my friends. I enjoy telling jokes to my friends. I need to focus
more on my math. If I have a fight with my friends it doesn't end our
friendship. My friends see me as crazy. I would like to grow in my
clarinet skill. I want to be a vet when I grow up. I am a Christian. I
think God sees me as a loyal friend and a caring person to both
animals and people.
By: Mackenzie
My name is Christian, and I am 12 years old. My favourite hobby is
dirt biking, I ride through trails with friends. When my dirt bike needs
work I work on it to help fix it. Another hobby of mine is paint balling.
I like animals. My favourite animal is a turtle. My pet turtle's name
is Massey. I am energetic, outgoing and enjoy making people
laugh. Others see me as a good helper at time, especially on the
dairy farm. Working on the dairy farm is something I enjoy. When
I am older I would like to be a farmer. Chickens, horses, sheep, and
goals are all animals I help take care of. God sees me as a kind,
happy, energetic person.
By: Christian
People say I am very loud and sometimes irritating. I see myself as
an interesting funny person. One things I wish I could do was play
piano by ear. My favourite sport is baseball. I like to play baseball
as well as watch it. My position is first base. I think I am a sporty
person. My friends see me as a very loyal person. They trust what
I say. My friends think I am really social and fun. My friends also
think I am hyper. My teachers would think I am confident. I am also
very willing to learn in all of my subjects. God would see me as a
good friend and neighbour.
By: Cora
Who am I? I am a team player. I can be trusted. I am helpful and
like to help others. Something I would like to improve on is my
reading, I would like to start reading more. I enjoy learning. I am
athletic. I like to play hockey. I am a friendly person. I am confident,
but I am humble. I like to hangout with my friends. I think God sees
me as a helpful person.
By: Brett
I am a younger brother to my siblings. I am also a twelve year old
student attending WCS. When I grow up I hope to be a successful
dairy farmer. I also want to be a very caring person. I see myself as
a hard working student. I also see myself as a good friend. Others
see me as a caring friend. Others also see me as a hard working
person. God sees me as a loving person. God also sees me as a
believer in Jesus Christ.
By: Ken

