October 16, 2017
The Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools (of which WCS is a member school) is promoting Responsive
Classroom training for educators. The OACS is praying for and working toward flourishing Christian schools across
Ontario. We, at WCS, were introduced as a staff to this framework at our regional PD day last April. As a result of that
introduction, this past summer our staff reading book choices explored components of The Responsive Classroom
Framework. This approach blends beautifully with our understanding of Christian community and with restorative
practices. You may be wondering, "What is this 'Responsive Classroom' all about?" Let me provide some background.
Future editorials will expand on the key principles below. Stay tuned!
The Responsive Classroom approach came about in the early 1980s as a group of public school educators sought
to share the knowledge, skills, and philosophies they had acquired through years of teaching. The result of their
combined experiences is the Responsive Classroom approach, which emphasizes the social, emotional, and academic
growth of elementary school students in a strong and safe learning environment. The Responsive Classroom approach
incorporates the students' social and emotional growth into their academic learning, stemming from the notion that
children learn best through social interaction and when they are explicitly taught social and emotional skills along with
their academic lessons. The seven key principles of the Responsive Classroom approach, as outlined by the Northeast
Foundation for Children, are:
* The social curriculum is as important as the academic curriculum.
* How children learn is as important as what they learn: process and content go hand in hand.
* The greatest cognitive growth occurs through social interaction.
* Children need certain social skills in order to be successful academically and socially. These include: cooperation,
assertion, responsibility, empathy, and self-control.
* Knowing the children we teach -- individually, culturally, and developmentally -- is as important as knowing the
content we teach.
* Knowing the families of the children we teach, and inviting their participation, is essential to children's education.
* How the adults at school work together is as important as individual competence: lasting change begins with the
adult community.
(Source: https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/about/principles-practices/)
C. Verbeek

Sunday - Colton S., JK
- Noah B., Gr.1A

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
Thank You! A huge thank you to all the volunteers who helped our students complete the latest round of MAP
testing. It was very much appreciated!
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Monday and Tuesday evening the Forward Drive Team and a small group of
volunteers will be calling all the families that the Forward Drive material was mailed
to! Please read through your booklet and answer your phone when we call. Looking
Forward to speaking with you! Questions? forward@woodstockchristian.ca
Prayer Group: Prayer is a vital ministry at Woodstock Christian School. Please consider joining our prayer team. Our next
meeting time is October 18th at 8:30 am. If you would like more information please contact Dawn Streutker
admissions@woodstockchristian.ca.
Learning Place: There are few more IEPs (Individual Education Plans) that need to be signed and returned to school this week.
Please contact Mrs. Poort, Mrs. Bulthuis, or the classroom teacher if you have any questions or concerns regarding your child's
plan.
Senior Boys Volleyball: Last Wednesday we had our second match of the season and won in five games against Sacred Heart.
Good work, boys. Today we have an away game against St. Jude's and posted players will be back at 5:30 p.m. On Wednesday
we have a home match against Holy Family. The same players can be picked up at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday. Next Monday we
travel to St. Patrick's for our match and we will be back by 5:15 p.m. at which time students can be picked up. Student names for
that match will be posted later this week. Parents, if you can help drive for Monday's match, please let me know. Players need to
ensure they have WCS gym uniform for the games including their purple gym shirt.
G. Hiemstra
Senior Girls Volleyball: Tuesday we lost against a tough team from Notre Dame, but we made up for it with great teamwork
and great play to win our game on Thursday against St. Jude! This week we have a game at WCS on Tuesday against Holy family
and an away game at St. Pat's on Thursday. Please plan for pick ups between 5 - 5:15.
Cross Country Team Results: Congratulations to the Cross Country team who ran well last Thursday. They showed good
sportsmanship and had a great attitude. The following students placed in the top ten. Grade 3 -Keaghan B. Grade 4 -Megan S.
and Matthew S. Grade 5 - Katelyn M.
From the Library: It is great to see the enthusiastic use of the library so far this year. Just a quick reminder. Overdue notices are
being sent out today to students/parents. If you have received one and you are sure the book has been returned, please e-mail me
as soon as possible. I like to solve the problem as quickly as possible and sometime mistakes happen here on our end as well.
Thank-you very much for your help! Mrs. Dieleman
Spirit Wear will be available for purchase during the month of October! Watch for samples in the lobby! Order forms will be
emailed and on the counter in the office.
Will Clinic - November 22, 2017: You'll Be Glad You Finally Addressed This Task:
YOU are invited! MARK your calendars! SAVE your seat! The Woodstock Christian School Foundation, with its partners the
Christian School Foundation and Christian Stewardship Services is hosting a WILL CLINIC: Wednesday, Nov. 22 at 7:00 pm,
2017 at Woodstock Christian School (800 Juliana Drive, Woodstock). Learn how to have an effective Will and Estate Plan that is
tax-smart, protects your family and provides an opportunity to bless charities that are important to you. White Coad LLP is
providing a free will kit (value: $400) to be awarded one of the Will Clinic participants. RSVP: Woodstock Christian School:
519-539-1492 or office@woodstockchristian.ca
Thursday Oct 26 and Friday Oct 27: Please note that WCS will be closed on Thursday Oct 26 and Friday Oct 27 as staff head
to the annual October Christian School Educators Convention in Ancaster. The theme this year is "A Life of Grace and
Adventure". WCS educators will be joining with educators from Thunder Bay to Charlottetown to NewYork state to attend
worship sessions, workshops, and to listen to keynote speakers. Wishing our students and families an enjoyable long weekend.
Bus Safety: This month WCS is focusing on bus safety. Students will be watching a bus safety video in their classrooms and
reviewing the bus behaviour contract that they signed at the beginning of the year. We will also be practicing emergency
evacuations from buses in our school parking area next week. It is always good to check in with our children about how they are
doing on the bus and to review guidelines with them.
Purple Jerseys: We are missing several purple WCS sports team jerseys - both boys' and girls' versions. If your son or daughter
has participated in sports @ WCS in the past year, please check your homes and return jerseys as soon as possible! Soccer
players, I am missing some purple socks. Please return those as soon as possible!
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Bus delays and weather conditions: We have not yet used our REMIND instant messaging system to communicate morning
school wide bus delays or cancellations. We have had some mornings with patchy fog but generally we have been blessed with
great weather. If there is ever a time that you prefer not to put your child on the bus and would rather drive him/her in, you may
make that decision for your family. We pray for the continued safety for our buses and thank our bus drivers for their skill and
dedication.
Play Days & Visiting: A reminder to families to notify the school office or the classroom teacher if students will be going to
take the bus to visit a friend or classmate. There is room on our buses for visiting friends but we need to know in advance.

Junior Kindergarten: Now that we have learned how apples
grow it is time to enjoy some yummy apple treats. I ask that
each child bring in an apple to school for Wednesday - we
will enjoy Apple day! Thursday we are heading on a Fall
Walk/ Scavenger Hunt - watch for an e-mail coming with
more details.
Wednesday - bring an apple to school
- Library
Thursday - Pizza Day
- Fall walk 11:30 -2
Senior Kindergarten: Welcome to a new week. With the
weather being cooler, please consider sending an extra
sweater or jacket to school. Keep practising those letters and
returning to school every K day. Humpty Dumpty came home
today. Please have your child "read" it to you encouraging
fingers under each word. For show and share this week,
please bring in something with wheels. Have a great week.
Wednesday - Library
Thursday - Show and share something with wheels
- Pizza Day
Grade 1A: Welcome to week 2 of Canada! We are sure
learning a lot and having a great time! I hope that you are
learning at home as well. Keep listening to our stories as we
have a lot to share. We look forward to having you join us on
Friday for our celebration of learning. Please remember to
dress up as a special Canadian - any special Canadian (does
not need to be someone we studied)! There will be no spelling
test this week. Please take some time to review the patterns
that we have worked on thus far (short vowels a, i, and o).
Monday
- Paulette Bourgeois (& Franklin)
Tuesday
- Library Day
- Viola Desmond
Wednesday - Terry Fox
Thursday - Pizza Day
- Joannie Rochette
Friday
- Dress as your favourite Canadian!
- Canadian Celebration 2:30-3:30
Next Mon. - Return Canada story checklist
Grade 1B/2B: Thank you to those who joined us for the
Michael Mitchell concert last week! We hope you enjoyed
yourself!! We certainly did. Our Canada unit continues this
week.
Monday
- Sports theme for Canada Unit {Gr. 1: Paulette
Bourgeois & Gr. 2: Canadian Nature}
Tuesday
- Canadian Stories {Gr. 1: Viola Desmond & Gr.

2: The Bluenose Schooner}
- Library
Wednesday - Show & Share: Lauren & Aleeya
-Inventions theme (please bring in supplies!!
*more information about this is in your email}
{Gr. 1: Terry Fox & Gr. 2: The Peace Tower and
Remembrance Day}
Thursday - Nature {Gr. 1: Joannie Rochelle & Gr. 2: The
RCMP and the Musical Ride}
Friday
- Canada Celebration Party *You are welcome to
join us! 2:30 - 3:30{Gr. 1: Ourselves! & Gr. 2:
Canada ABC}
Grade 2A: Welcome to another week of celebrating Canada!
We are really enjoying the fact that we can learn each day
with all of the grade 2s together, and learning with the grade
1s and 3s for parts of each day. We invite you to come to
school on Friday for our Canada celebration, where each
grade (1-3) will demonstrate some of what they have learned
in the last 2 weeks. When we are not learning about Canada
we will be doing some math and Daily 5 work.
Tuesday
- Library
Friday
- Spelling Test
Grade 3: Welcome to a new week. We will continue
learning about Canada this week. Please come to the Canada
Party on Friday @ 2:30. Grade 3 will receive their Citizenship
Awards. Keep working on the tree project. It is due Oct. 25th.
Tuesday
- French quiz on numbers 1-20
Wednesday - Library
- Phys. Ed.
Thursday - Pizza Lunch
Friday
- Spelling Test: List 3
- Mem. Work: Oath of Citizenship
- Canada Party (2:30 - 3:30)
Grade 4: Welcome to a new week grade 4! We are having
Pizza lunch on Wednesday, due to the fact we are gone on
Thursday. We will be returning from Stratford at 6:00 on
Thursday. Please be at the school then to pick up your child.
Now that the cast has been decided for the play, please begin
learning your lines, grade 4! "Praise the Lord" in all you do
grade 4!
Monday
- Derek
- Music
Tuesday
- Dev
- Math test on Place Value
- Phys. Ed.
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- Library: remember your books
Wednesday - Emily D
- Pizza lunch
- Music
- Science quiz
Thursday - Twelfth Night in Stratford
Friday
- Emily W.
- Memory work: Psalm 135: 15,16
- Spelling test
next Mon. - Emma
- Music

- Music (bring instruments)
Wednesday - Pizza Day for Grade 8
- French Quiz
Thursday - Music (bring instruments)
- Field Study: The Weather Network (depart @
9:30 am)
- Spelling Workbook Due
Friday
- Spelling Quiz
- Geography Quiz
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS:

October
Grade 5: Welcome to a new school week! A fairly routine
week this week. We'll continue to explore ancient Egypt and
China in social studies class and the Human Body in our
science lessons. This week students will be finishing up MAP
testing (our standardized testing sessions) and their
Computer/Technology project which is all about how to use
Google Slides. Students are reminded to always bring their
gym clothes on P.E. days and their recorder on Music days.
Please continue to check your child's agenda each evening to
see what homework they have - most of the quizzes and
assignments are due on Fridays and should be worked on
throughout the week. Students should continue to read their
AR novels at home and at school. The next AR test is on
November 8th.
Tuesday
- P.E.: bring gym clothes
- Music: bring recorder
Thursday - P.E.: bring gym clothes
- Music: bring recorder
Friday
- Spelling Test and Workbook, Lesson 7
- Memory Work: Luke 2:15-20 (NIV)
- Google Slides Project due
- L.A. Skills Package #5 due
Grade 6: Parents, please initial the agenda when your child
asks you to sign it. We are trying to establish habits and
routines.
Tuesday
- Science presentations will continue
Thursday - Math Quiz: Place value, standard and expanded
form, comparison
Friday
- Spelling Quiz and book due: Unit 6
Grade 7: Thursday October 19th is Grade 7 Pet Day!
Students are invited to arrange to have their pets brought to
school for a visit. Please see the separate email that went
home to Grade 7 families. Students are reading a mystery
novel for the October Reading Assignment. Novels should be
read by Friday. Students will be given class time to write
their report beginning Oct. 23rd.
Grade 8: Welcome to a new week! This Thursday we will be
going on a Field Study to the Weather Network in Oakville.
We will be experiencing a 'behind the scenes' tour of the
studio and having some conversations related to our Water
Systems Unit in Science and specifically focussing on how
water affects the weather.
Tuesday
- Gym (bring Gym clothes)

17
18
19
26, 27
31
November 1

2

10
15
16
17
21
22
24
29
30

Board Meeting
Prayer Group
Pizza Day
Teacher’s Convention**
Sharing God’s Word Chapel 8:30
Staff Meeting
Prayer Group
Grade 8 Day at LDCSS
Photo Retakes
Sub Day
Membership Meeting
Remembrance Chapel
Prayer Group
Pizza Day
P.D. Day*
Winterfest Auction
Board Meeting
Will Clinic
Volleyball Tournament
Report Cards
Book Fair
Parent-Teacher Conferences 4-6; 7-9
Sub Day
Parent-Teacher Conferences 4-6; 7-9

SONG OF THE MONTH: Big Word
A huge cloud of witnesses is all around us, all around us
So let us throw off everything that stands in our way,
stands in our way
and let us throw off any sin that holds onto us so tightly
and let us keep on running, keep on running,
keep on running the race marked out
let us keep on running, keep on running, keep on running
the race marked out for us
A huge cloud of witnesses is all around us, all around us
So let us throw off everything that stands in our way,
stands in our way
and let us throw off any sin that holds onto us so tightly
and let us keep on running,
keep on running, keep on running the race marked out
Title: Big Word
C.C.L.I. #400245

Words & Music by: Hillsong Kids

